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The Discourse of Mathalib (Satire) in Medieval Classical Arabic

Literature from the Perspective of Cognitive Narratives: The book of
Akhlag Al- Wazirayn by Abu Hainan Al-Tawhidi as an exemplar
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ABSTRACT: | The discourse of invective (Kitab al-Mathalib) in the Arabic narrative
heritage represents a cognitive and cultural phenomenon that transcends
the boundaries of personal satire to engage with power, politics, and
morality. This research investigates this discourse in medieval classical
Arabic literature through the lens of cognitive narratology, taking Abu
Hayyan al-Tawhidi’s book, Akhlaq al-Wazirayn (The Manners of the Two
Viziers), as a case study. This cognitive narrative approach aims to
examine the mechanisms of shaping the "discourse of invective" as
cognitive representations of power in the Buyid era, represented by the two
viziers: Abu al-Fadl ibn al-Amid and Al-Sahib ibn Abbad. Furthermore, it
seeks to deconstruct the underlying cognitive structures and worlds behind
the satirical narrative to transform defamation from a mere personal
emotion into an integrated cognitive structure, thereby transcending
traditional, projectively biased historical readings. To achieve these
objectives, the study is divided into three main sections: the first outlines
the conceptual framework of the discourse of invective and cognitive
narratology; the second analyzes the cognitive structures of this discourse
in Akhlag al-Wazirayn; and the third explores the mechanisms of cognitive
orientation and narrative imagination. The study vyields several key
findings, most notably that al-Tawhidi’s discourse of invective
incorporates sophisticated cognitive mechanisms such as the mental
modeling of the adversary, conceptual blending, strategies of self-centering
versus the other, cognitive framing, and the construction of cognitive
metaphors. Ultimately, the study concludes that Akhlagq al-Wazirayn was
not merely a historical chronicle or a personal lampoon, but rather an
integrated cognitive structure that employs narrative mechanisms to guide
the recipient’s consciousness and shape their attitudes toward the dominant
political and cultural authority of his era.

Key Words: Discourse of Mathalib (Satire), cognitive narratives, medieval classical
Arabic literature, Buwayhid era.)
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