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Intimacy of the home between lived reality and the past
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ABSTRACT:

This article, through a study of the intimate living
space in Gabes, sought to define the concept of
intimacy as it has been transformed into a space, or
rather, as it has been embraced by space. The intimate
space has transcended its materiality as a mere
dwelling place, becoming an entity—an existential
entity defined by the existence of its inhabitants. An
existential entity with the existence of its inhabitants,
through which the personality of its inhabitants is
determined and is determined through it. This is what
made us realize the intimacy of the home, so that we
could experience it and the space within us could




experience it. We ended up revealing an intimacy
produced by the smells, lighting, and atmosphere of
the dwelling through a journey of time, through places
in memory, abandoned places, and the relationship of
place to the body. And what all the practices of
dwelling and stillness within the intimate space
symbolize in terms of individual culture and societal
dictates. Because a close link connects the dwelling
and the way it is prepared with the social and cultural
ties of life, it keeps pace with its transformations,
changes with its transformations, and disappears with
its disappearance.
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2 «LLe Moi est avant tout un Moi corporel, il n’est pas seulement un étre de surface (c’est-a-dire a la surface du
psychisme) mais il est lui-méme la projection d’une surface (celle du corps).» Agneray F, Tisseron S, Mille C,
Wawrzyniak M, Schauder S, L’habitat et ses liens avec le psychisme: aspects psychopathologiques et cliniques
de I’attachement a I’habitat, p5.
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"Le corps n'est pas dans |'espace il habite |'espace".14

"L'espace est déja dessiné dans la structure de mon corps, il en est le corrélatif inséparable."15
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14 M. Merleau-Ponty, La spatialité du corps propre et la motricité, Phénoménologie de la perception, 1945, p.
162.
15 M. Merleau-Ponty, La spatialité du corps propre et la motricité, Phénoménologie de la perception, 1945, p.
166.
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