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The Protection of Humanitarian Personnel under International Law:
What Effectiveness? The Case of the War on Gaza

Abstract:

Armed conflicts increasingly expose humanitarian personnel to grave
violations that hinder their ability to provide essential assistance to civilian
populations. Although international humanitarian law grants humanitarian workers
both general and specific protection, the practical effectiveness of these safeguards
remains widely debated. The ongoing war on Gaza has renewed international
attention to this issue, as humanitarian personnel have been subjected to direct
attacks, severe restrictions, and systematic obstruction of humanitarian aid delivery.
These developments raise serious questions regarding the extent to which parties to
the conflict comply with their legal obligations and highlight the persistent gap
between legal norms and their implementation in practice.

This research paper examines the protection afforded to humanitarian
personnel under international law and assesses its effectiveness in practice. It
analyzes the relevant legal framework and evaluates documented violations in Gaza,
using this case as a representative example of the challenges in ensuring effective
protection for humanitarian workers during armed conflicts.

Keywords:
Protection, armed conflicts, humanitarian personnel, aid workers, Gaza.

La Protection des Acteur§ Humanitaires en Droit International :
Quelle Efficacité ? Etude de Cas sur la Guerre a Gaza

Résumé :

Les conflits armés exposent de maniere croissante les acteurs humanitaires a
des violations susceptibles d’entraver leur capacité a fournir une assistance
indispensable aux populations civiles affectées. Bien que le droit international
humanitaire leur reconnaisse une protection générale ainsi que des garanties
spécifiques, Deffectivité de ces mécanismes de protection demeure sujette a
controverse. L’agression sioniste a Gaza a ravivé ce débat en raison des attaques
dirigées contre les acteurs humanitaires, des restrictions imposées a leurs activités et
des obstacles entravant I’acheminement de I’aide, autant de pratiques qui soulévent la

2026-01 232l (17 )
515 |36 o quall dled 44 ( Jgall o8l B Aludy) Jaadl abhbl 4laa’ dagda ) g
.529-514 ya ua <" "'lad sall



E-ISSN : 2588-2287

P-ISSN : 0087-2170 ‘;FG_M Gia r 1 MJLS‘Q\ M\ RAR]

question du respect, par les parties au conflit, de leurs obligations découlant du droit
international humanitaire.

Le présent article vise a analyser le régime juridique de protection accordé aux
acteurs humanitaires et & évaluer son effectivité dans la pratique. A cette fin, il
examine les regles applicables en la matiere ainsi que les violations observées dans le
contexte du conflit a Gaza, considéré comme une illustration significative des
difficultés persistantes qui caractérisent 1’écart entre les prescriptions du droit
international humanitaire et leur mise en ceuvre effective sur le terrain.

Mots clés :
Protection, conflits armés, action humanitaire, acteurs humanitaires, Gaza.
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-Human Rights council, Legal analysis of the conduct of Israel in Gaza pursuant to the convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, Conference room paper of the
Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem, and Israel, Sixtieth session, 16 September 2025: A/HRC/60/CRP.3.
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27 UNTED NATION-HUMAN RIGHTS, OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS: Attacks on hospitals during the escalation of hostilities in Gaza (7 October 2023-30 June
2024), published on 31 December 2024.
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2 UNTED NATION-HUMAN RIGHTS, OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS: Six-month update report on the human rights situation in Gaza: 1 November 2023 to 30
April 2024, published on 8 November 2024, p. 15.
2 Neta C. CRAWFORD, The Human Toll of Gaza War : Direct and Indirect Death from 7 October

2023 to 3 October 2025, October 7 2025, p. 1.
https://costsofwar.watson.brown.edu/sites/default/files/2025-10/Human-Toll-in-Gaza_Costs-of-War_Crawford 7-
October-2025.pdf
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Israél and the occupied territoires : ICRC alarmed by intensification of Gaza hostilities amid

decimated healthcare system 2/7/2025
https://icrc.org/en/news-release/israel-occupied-territories-icrc-alarmed-intensification-gaza-
hostilities?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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https://arabic.news.cn : Al oSy gl
3 UNTED NATION-HUMAN RIGHTS, OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS: Six-month update report on the human rights situation in Gaza: 1 November 2023 to 30
April 2024, published in 8 November 2024, p. 15.
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% ONU Info, La CIJ déclare que I’occupation des palestiniens par Israél viole le droit international,
19 Juillet 2024. Disponible sur : https://news.un.org
% MSF report: GHF-run food distribution in Gaza are sites of “orchestrated killing and

dehumanisation” that must be shutdown, 2025.
https://www.msf-me.org/media-centre/news-and-stories/msf-report-ghf-run-food-distributions-gaza-are-sites-
%E2%80%9Corchestrated?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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