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The Role of the Hisbah system and Pricing Policies in Regulating Food
Security in the Ottoman state
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Abstract:

This study examines the significant role of the hisbah institution and the
pricing system in ensuring Food security and stability in the Ottoman state. The
state adopted the hisbah system, entrusting the Muhtasib with supervising
markets, maintaining Food quality, and preventing fraud and monopolies.

At the same time, it implemented pricing policies to set fair prices for
essential goods, balancing the interests of producers and consumers. This
integration between moral oversight and economic regulation helped reduce price
fluctuations and ensure a steady supply of food.

As a result, food provision remained stable, contributing to social order,
especially during times of crisis such as famines and epidemics.
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