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Aspects of Cultural Life in Médéa and its Surroundings from the late Nineteenth
century to the Mid-Twentieth Century
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Abstract:

This article aims to highlight the features of cultural life in the city of Médéa and its surroundings
during the period extending from the late 19" century to the mid-20" century, amid the profound
transformations that Algeria experienced under French colonization. Médéa, being one of the major Islamic
centers and the capital of the Beylik of Titteri during the Ottoman period, witnessed an intense cultural
struggle between the colonial project seeking to erase the Arab-Islamic identity and the local population’s
determination to preserve their religious and civilizational heritage.

This study adopts a historical-analytical and comparative methodology, based on local and archival
sources documenting the activity of religious and educational institutions, zawiyas, free schools,
associations, and local press that contributed to resisting the policy of Frenchification and Christianization.
It concludes that Médéa’s cultural life served as from of resistance to cultural domination, and the colonial
power, and he played a leading role in preserving identity and promoting national consciousness which
paved the way for the Algerian Revolution.
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. JANIER Charles, Les Médersas Algériennes de 1850 a 1960, France, Juin 2010.
2. Malverti Xavier, Picard Aleth, Les villes coloniales fondées entre (1830-1870) en Algérie,

tome III, bureau de recherche architecturale, Paris, Janvier, 1990
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