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The image of Istanbul society in the 18" century by the traveler Lady
Mary Wortley Montagu
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Abstract:

The capital of the Ottoman state, Istanbul, has always captured the eyes of
European travelers, men and women, because of its characteristics and advantages
- perhaps the most important of which is that it combines the civilization of the
East and the West - so it became a destination for trips, especially in the 18
century, and despite the different motives and goals of travelers, they met on the
love of the East and the desire to discover it. Lady Mary Wortley Montagu is one
of the most famous English travelers who visited Istanbul and had a passion for it.
This is what she expressed in her letters, which included interesting details about
the Society of Istanbul with a different view from that of other writers who
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recounted their experiences in the Ottoman world with a predominantly biased
and negative view.
Keywords: Lady Mary Wortley Montagu; England; Istanbul; Ottoman Women;
Letters.
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- Justine Dupouy, Lady Mary Wortley Montagu Une épistoliére au siécle des

Lumiéres, Presses Universitaires de Provence, Aix-en-Provence cedex, 2022, p
21.

- Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, The Works of the Right Honourable Lady
Mary Wortley Montagu : Including Her Correspondence, Poems, and Essays,
Vol: 01, Permission from Her Genuine Papers, London, 1803, pp 9-10.

- Wortley Montagu, op.cit, pp11-12.
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> - Monica Mastrantonio, "Lady Mary Wortley Montagu : the Epistolary

Woman, Because Women Could Not Be Called Philosophers, Scientists, or
Inventors", Journal of the History of Women Philosophers and Scientists, 2022, p
08.

% - Dupouy, op.cit, p 34.

7 - Mastrantonio, op.cit, p 6-2.

8 - Leili anvAr-Chenderoff, Une Anglaise parmi les Turques : Lady Mary
Wortley Montagu, L’Orient des femmes, ENS Editions, Lyon, 2002, p 161.
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- Omer Ekrem Kececi, XVIIL Yiizyll Ingiliz Seyahatnamelerine gore

10

Osmanh ve ingiliz Toplumlar1 ve sehirleri iizerine Karsilastirmah bir
Degerlendirme, Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, Istanbul Universitesi, 2020, s 14.

LA’CQ‘ d..lé\ 015 JLs J.g\}gl iy 4(1717 —1716) L;JS o Jj\"") (97=lgn gb")j L;)U Lﬁ-*c-s _—
.10 P 2006 cSﬁUJ\ cslal)
12 _Wortley Montagu, op.cit, p29 -30.

13 _ Songiil Colak, "Bir Ingiliz Hammefendisi'nin - Lady Montegu- Goziiyle
Osmanh Kadim", Mustafa Kemal Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Dergisi,
Cilt: 7, Say1: 13, 2010, s 388.

4" _Norman A. Stillman, Encyclopedia of Jews in the Islamic world Lady
Mary Wortley Montagu, vol. III, Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2010, p455.
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