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Abstract:
This study seeks to shed light on two significant issues. The first is
a methodological matter related to the crisis of concepts within the humanities and
social sciences, and the surrounding disagreements—specifically regarding how to
monitor them empiricallyor in the field, by transforming them into
measurable indicators, thus rendering the concept a variable. This situation is
termed the ‘crisis of the concept.', The second issue relates to the concept of the
informal economy and the analytical disagreements surrounding it among
different epistemological fields, as well as between official and academic
discourses. The study addresses this through the following sections:
1. The A Priori Consideration of the concept in the social and human sciences.
2. From the crisis of the concept to the concept of the variable.
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3. The Informal Economy: Consensus in Description and divergence in
analysis.

4. The Critical Dialogue among researchers and the issue of Adaptation-
Interpretation in the concept of the informal economy.

Keywords: Concepts; crisis of concepts; Interpretation; The informal economy.
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