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The Psychological and Social Dimensions of the Phenomenon of Social
Stigma and Its Relationship to Recidivism and Deviance Among
Delinquent Youth - A Psychosociological Perspective -
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Abstract:

Crime and deviance are inherently negative social phenomena, often
perceived as pathological conditions that are rejected by societies and condemned
by individuals. This rejection stems from the fact that such behaviors violate the
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moral and value systems upon which members of a given community are socialized.
Accordingly, societal institutions and mechanisms of social control strive to
suppress unethical and deviant behaviors, as they pose a threat to the stability and
coherence of the social system. One prominent form of this societal rejection is
social stigma, which emerges as a shared cultural perception that views the
stigmatized individual as a deviant and a danger to the safety and stability of the
group. As a result, community members often adopt negative attitudes toward the
stigmatized person, effectively imposing a form of social punishment on the
individual with a history of criminal or deviant behavior. This social exclusion may
provoke a counterproductive response from the stigmatized person, leading them to
seek acceptance in alternative social groups that validate their identity and behavior,
thereby increasing the likelihood of recidivism.

This paper seeks to explore the psychological and social dimensions of this
phenomenon, considering social stigma as a potential pathway leading formerly
convicted individuals back into crime and deviance. The study is guided by the
central research question: What are the psychological and social dimensions of
social stigma on stigmatized individuals, and how can stigma be considered a
contributing factor to their return to criminal and deviant behavior?

Keywords: Stigma; Social Stigma; Crime; Deviance; Recidivism.
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