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Dialects of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the Light of Sociolinguistics
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Abstract:
This study examines the dialects of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia by exploring the social and
geographical factors that contribute to their formation and variation, as well as the extent of their
connection to the heritage of ancient Arabic dialects through a descriptive-analytical approach. In
addition to identifying the factors underlying dialectal diversity, the study aims to contribute to the
documentation of contemporary dialects in the Arabian Peninsula, demonstrate the authenticity of
many dialectal features, and trace their historical continuity. It also highlights the relationship
between language and society through the study of Arabic dialects, emphasizing the reciprocal
influence between the two, and investigates the impact of social, cultural, and geographical factors
on linguistic variation. The study is motivated by the perceived gap between attitudes toward and
actual usage of colloquial expressions in the Arabian Peninsula, which are sometimes viewed as
corruptions of the standard language. Linguistic and social realities, however, reveal a close
connection between these expressions and older dialectal features—such as kaskasa and
kashkasha—as well as inherited vocabulary that remains in everyday use. The findings indicate that
linguistic variation is a natural characteristic of all human languages, with its most prominent
manifestations appearing in geographical and social dialects. The study further demonstrates that
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many dialectal features are authentic in origin, despite their widespread use among the general
public, they derive from Classical Arabic roots and represent a continuation of the ancient Arabic
dialects of the Arabian Peninsula.

Keywords: Arabic Dialects, Arabian Peninsula, Language and Society, Colloquial Expressions,
Linguistic Reality.
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