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The Aesthetics of Semiotics in the Poem “Elegy of Whiteness” by the Poet Abdullah bin Suleim Al-Rasheed
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Abstract
This study aims to provide a semiotic reading of the poem “Elegy of Whiteness” by the poet
Abdullah bin Suleim Al-Rasheed, as well as to uncover its deep connotations and symbolic signs
through the procedures and mechanisms of the semiotic approach. The significance of the study lies
in highlighting the poet’s ability to employ language in a manner that opens the text to multiple
interpretations and enriches its semantic dimensions.
The study is structured into an introduction and a preliminary section introducing semiotics and the
poet, followed by the first section on the semiotics of the title, the second section on the textual
structure of the poem, the third section on the semiotics of the artistic image, and the fourth section
on binary oppositions, concluding with the findings of the research. Among the major findings is
that the value of the text is consolidated through its transition from private elegy to a universal
human concern, and from overwhelming emotion to a broader horizon of existential awareness of
life and being. Loss, therefore, is not confined to the departure of an individual, but extends to
signify the loss of a rare value in an age overshadowed by turmoil.

The study further reveals that the title constitutes a pivotal semantic threshold, as the concept of
“whiteness” encapsulates a broad spectrum of symbols associated with purity, serenity, and
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transcendence, thereby preparing the reader to receive an elegiac experience marked by
contemplation and reflection.

Keywords: Elegy of Whiteness, semiotics of the title, artistic image, binary oppositions, textual
thresholds.
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