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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the artistic features of Sa id ibn Humayd al-Katib’s epistle to the people
of Baghdad through a close reading of the text and an examination of the writer’s communicative
intent, which was essentially to influence the army of al-Mu ‘tazz bi-llah and dissuade them from
their rebellion against the legitimate caliph, al-Musta‘in bi-llah. The study consists of an
introduction, four sections, a conclusion, and a list of sources and references. It adopts the
descriptive-analytical approach, supplemented by stylistic analysis. The study arrives at several
findings. Most notably, the Holy Qur’an occupies a prominent place in the epistle owing to the
richness of its meanings, imagery, and diction. The author’s utilization of Qur’anic texts ranges
between direct reproduction and absorptive adaptation. In constructing his artistic imagery, the
epistle writer relies predominantly on the techniques of simile and metaphor. He also employs
rhymed prose (saj’) because of its balanced phonetic rhythm, which is closely associated with
meaning and effectively captures the recipient’s attention. Furthermore, he makes extensive use of
sound repetition, particularly of phonetic patterns that evoke an atmosphere of tension, anxiety, and

disturbance while simultaneously conveying connotations of sorrow and grief.

Keywords: Chancery Epistles, Epistle to the People of Baghdad, Sa‘id ibn Humayd al-Katib,
Artistic Features.
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