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Semiotics of the Title in the Story (Al-Ard Ya Salma)
From Linguistic Sign to the Production of Meaning
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ABSTRACT :

This study seeks to explore the structural composition of the title of the story “Al-Ardh Ya
Salma’ by the Yemeni writer Muhammad Ahmed Abdulwali (1940-1973), considering the title as a
prism through which the text’s multiple layers of meaning can be interpreted. Despite its brevity,
the title functions within the creative work as both an invitation and a challenge to the reader’s
interpretive faculties. It also reflects a deliberate compositional choice of the author, influenced by
complex structural, semantic, and rhetorical considerations. Accordingly, semiotics was adopted as
the methodological framework, allowing the researcher to explore the spaces of meaning in “Al-
Ardh Ya Salma” through the deconstruction of the story’s title structure, the identification of the
signs disseminated within the text, and their subsequent semantic interpretation.

Keywords: Title Semiotics, Structure, Meaning, Al-Ard Ya Salma, Yemeni Narrative
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