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ABSTRACT: ' " " "

This study investigates the modes of representing Blackness in the new Yemeni novel, approaching
representation as the articulation of mental and cultural conceptions through which Black characters are
portrayed. Drawing on tools from cultural and deconstructive criticism, the study examines a selection of
Yemeni novels in which Black figures constitute a central discursive element. The structure of the study
comprises an introduction, a preamble, three main sections, and a conclusion. The preamble addresses the
relationship between self and other, while the first section explores the construction of the Other, the
mechanisms behind that construction, and its consequences for both self and other. The second section
analyzes the centrality of the self and its manifestations, along with its key semantic implications. The third
section focuses on how inherited perceptions of the Other persist and re-emerge in the narrative present. The
novels under examination reveal acute representations of the relationship between the self (white/society)
and the other (Black/marginalized), where the Other is consistently portrayed as rejected, peripheral, and
incapable of assimilation. Meanwhile, the self exercises various forms of exclusion and racism. These
narratives reproduce pre-existing stereotypical conceptions, depicting the Other as deviant and bohemian,
governed by alterity as an essential and immutable trait, and reinforcing a hierarchical relationship that
positions the self at the center and the Other at the margins.

Keywords: Narrative representation, Social exclusion, Cultural figuration, Mental imagery, Cultural codes.
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