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ABSTRACT:

This study investigates the Arabic morphological patterns fa ‘wol and fi 'wol through an
extensive survey of diverse linguistic sources, including dictionaries, classical and modern
grammatical treatises, and Qur anic exegesis. It examines the morphological structures of these
patterns and reviews the views of both early and contemporary linguists, grammarians, and
morphologists concerning their origin, function, and status within the Arabic morphological
system. The research further explores the semantic dimensions of words derived from these patterns
by analyzing their occurrences and contextual meanings in the Holy Qur’an and in Arabic poetry
across various historical periods. The findings reveal that the pattern fa ‘wol occurs in two attested
forms—fa ‘wol (with an open fda’ and a silent ‘ayn) and fi ‘wol (with a broken fa’ and a silent ‘ayn)—
whereas the form fu ‘wol (with a damma on the fa’) is unattested in the Arabic lexicon. The study
concludes that these patterns constitute productive morphological templates that can be effectively
utilized in coining new lexical items to meet the expressive and communicative needs of modern
Arabic.

Keywords: fa ‘wol; fi wol; morphology, semantics; Arabic word formation.
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