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Sufi Discourse in the Poetry Collection Abjadiyyat al-Riih (Alphabet of the Soul)
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Abstract

The paper aims to explore the Sufi features and their semantic dimensions in Abjadiyyat al-
Riith (Alphabet of the Soul), a poetry collection by the late Yemeni poet ‘Abd al- ‘Azrz al-Magqalih.
The poet employs Sufism as a means of revelation and contemplation of a reality devastated by
wars and tragedies, in pursuit of spiritual fulfillment, stability, and transcendence of the body as
a barrier separating humanity from serenity and inner peace. The paper is divided into an
introduction and four sections: titling as a space for Sufi imagination; the conflict between the
self and the material world; death as a means of union with the Divine; and Sufi symbols as
objective correlatives. Adopting a semiotic approach, the study investigates how meaning is
constructed and revealed. The findings indicate that Sufi discourse pervades the poetic text both
horizontally and vertically, from the external title through the internal headings and within the
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poems themselves, endowing the collection with a delicate spiritual depth. This depth invites the
reader into an introspective journey toward the inner self as a locus of tranquility and stability,
and away from the outer world, portrayed as a domain of anxiety, doubt, and alienation. The
tension between body and spirit emerges as a struggle between deficiency and perfection,
mortality and continuity, in the quest for peace and equilibrium. Moreover, the recurrent use of
death as a symbol of transition to the realm of absolute truth, along with the employment of
personal and spatial symbols, reinforces the Sufi vision of the collection and reveals its holistic
spiritual dimension.

Keywords: Modern Yemeni poetry, Sufi discourse, discourse analysis, asceticism, symbol and mask.
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