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Thematic and Stylistic Features of the Emphatic Particle Kalla in the Makkan Surahs: A Rhetorical Study
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Abstract

This study investigates the emphatic and deterrent particle kalla as it appears in the Makkan sirahs
of the Qur an. The research identifies its thematic characteristics as articulated by classical scholars
of Qur’anic sciences and, through textual analysis, confirms a complete alignment between these
classical descriptions and the findings of the present study. The analysis explores the reasons for the
occurrence of kalla in the selected verses and identifies its predominant meanings: affirmation,
deterrence, and censure. The study explains that kalla frequently occurs in response to a question
from a denier—whether a doubter in hesitation or one fully aware that the Prophet’s (peace be upon
him) message is the truth from God yet consciously rejects it. In such contexts, kalld serves as a
powerful rhetorical device of rebuke, a fact that accounts for its prevalence in the Makkan siirahs.
the second part of the study examines the stylistic features of kalla, as classified by scholars. While
these stylistic traits also appear in Madinan siurahs, they are more abundant in the Makkan ones.
This is attributed to the principle of rhetorical appropriateness (muqtadd al-hal), whereby each
audience is addressed in a manner corresponding to its specific state of belief or denial. In Arabic
rhetorical theory, eloquence is defined as the conformity of speech to the listener’s situational needs.

Keywords: Makkan siirahs, affirmation and denial, stylistic features, rhetorical appropriateness,
Arabic rhetoric.
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