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Argumentative Links in the Correspondence of Imam Al-Mansur Billah Abdullah bin Hamza (d. 614 AH)
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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the role played by argumentative links in shaping the persuasive
argumentative discourse in the correspondence of Imam Al-Mansur Billah Abdullah bin Hamza.
This research revealed a sophisticated mechanism of action in the correspondence of Imam Al-
Mansur Billah, where he exploited the power of argumentative links to form an influential
persuasive discourse. Through analyzing a sample of his correspondence, it became clear that the
Imam did not just use these links as linguistic tools -only- but he also used them as strong
argumentative tools. With the diversity of these links and their precise arrangement, the Imam was
able to build strong arguments through which he refuted the arguments of his opponents and
convinced his audience of his ideas. The results revealed that the most common argumentative link
is the argumentative link "but and indeed, then the argumentative link and"”, which confirms its
importance in constructing the persuasive discourse. The study also showed that the Imam used the
coherent and causative argumentative links; To link ideas and form a logical chain of arguments,
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which contributes to convincing the recipient. The research consists of two axes: The first axis: The
theoretical foundation, and the arguments and argumentative links were defined, and the second
axis: Argumentative links in the correspondence of Imam Al-Mansur Billah Abdullah bin Hamza
“Links of opposition, links of consistency, links of conjunction, and links of justification”,

Keywords: argumentative links, Imam Al-Mansur, persuasion, correspondence, discourse analysis,
recipient.
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