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The Role of Saudi Universities in Teaching Arabic to Non-Native Speakers Through Embracing the Other
and Cultural Pluralism from the Perspective of Their Affiliates
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ABSTRACT:

This paper aims to examine the role of Saudi universities in teaching Arabic to non-native speakers
through the lens of embracing the other and promoting cultural pluralism. Teaching and learning Arabic
through immersion in the cultural and societal environment has become one of the means of coexistence
among peoples. Therefore, educational institutions are required to develop their curricula for teaching
Arabic as a second language with particular focus on "social culture" and "service-learning." The study
model included three variables: the role of universities in teaching Arabic to non-native speakers with its
sub-dimensions (university objectives, adopted mechanisms, and obstacles) as the independent variable;
acceptance of the other as the dependent variable; and cultural pluralism as the mediating variable. A
closed-ended questionnaire was utilized and distributed among Saudi university students, both Saudi
nationals and those of other nationalities. The bootstrapping method was employed using the Macro Process
approach with a sample size of 5000 and a 95% confidence level. After verifying the conditions for full or
partial mediation, the study concluded that Saudi universities play a statistically significant and positive role
in promoting acceptance of the other, which in turn positively impacts Arabic language education for non-
native speakers. However, this role is partial rather than comprehensive.

Keywords: Teaching Arabic to non-native speakers, cultural pluralism, acceptance of the other, the role of
Saudi universities, Arab civilization.
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Results Role Diversity | Acceptance
Cronbach’s alpha 0.946 0.923 0.954
Composite reliability (rho_c) 0.952 0.934 0.960
Composite reliability (rho_a) 0.950 0.939 0.955
Average variance extracted (AVE) 0.574 0.564 0.707
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