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Abstract:

This study aims to trace the image of the miser in The Book of Misers by al-Baghdadi, to identify the
different types of misers, and to analyze the author's approach to narrating their stories, relying on the
descriptive-analytical method. The research is divided into an introduction and a preliminary section that
discusses the parameters of the title, followed by two main sections: the first examines the depiction of the
miser in al-Baghdadi's work, while the second explores the various types of misers portrayed by al-
Baghdadi. The study concludes with key findings, among which is the diversity in the depictions of misers.
Al-Baghdadi portrays their miserliness based on their moral characteristics as well as their physical
appearances. The book also discusses the social categories of misers, covering caliphs, wealthy individuals,
scholars, judges, and commoners, without limiting itself to a particular group. Furthermore, the book
addresses different forms of miserliness, notably miserliness with money and with food, with the majority of
anecdotes focusing on miserliness related to food.

Keywords: The Book of Misers, al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, miserliness with money, gluttony, the image of the
miser.
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