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The Argumentative Function of Poetic Rhythm in the Poetry of Qays ibn al-Mulawwah (Majniin Layla)
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Abstract:

This study aims to uncover the argumentative function of rhythm in the poetry of Qays ibn al-
Mulawwa/. The significance of the study lies in the fact that rhythm serves as an argumentative
resource within discourse, functioning as a persuasive tool that atsracts the audience’s attention
and facilitates comprehension. Musicality, with its tonalities and rhythmic sound units, captivates
the listener and influences them through the pleasure and excitement of experiencing the discourse.
The study adopts a pragmatic approach, focusing on argumentation to describe and analyze the
phenomenon and its effect on the recipient. The research is structured into an introduction,
followed by a theoretical prelude and three main sections. The prelude consists of three axes: the
first discusses the concept of argumentation and its major theorists, while the second addresses the
notion of rhythm. The first section explores the external rhythm as an argumentative tool, and the
second analyzes the internal rhythm. Among the key findings: the “Tawil” meter, through its
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musical resonance, contributes to condensing Majniin's emotional experience with his beloved
Layla al- ‘Amiriyya and presenting it in a persuasive and impactful manner. The rhythmic flow of
the Tawil meter harmonizes with the semantic meaning, resulting in a cohesive and organically
unified poem. The rhyme letter, with its phonetic suggestiveness, evokes emotional resonance in the
audience, influencing them and drawing them into one of the most iconic tragic love narratives in
Arabic poetry. Majniin also employs repetition—0f phrases, words, and particles—as
argumentative devices to release his emotional intensity and pain of separation and deprivation,
delivering it to the reader persuasively.

Keywords: Argumentation, Rhythm, Pragmatics, Umayyad Poetry, Sound, Rhetoric.
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