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From terminological deficit to terminological inflation: systematic processes and linguistic
applications(a forward-looking diagnostic point of view)
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Abstract :

Our presentation deals with Terminological inflation issue and covers five systematic and critical models which
are implicitly used to frame the terminological problems that linguistic terminology still faces in Arab culture. We
can list them, according to a certain hierarchy, or an order of systematic coordinates (which explains our
inclination to favor the word « systematic » model as well), in this way: terminological neologism, terminological
inflation, terminological standardization, terminological etymologization and terminological monitoring. The
thesis that illuminates our approach assumes that these five models are embedded in a background that can be
called a “terminological deficit”. This background is considered to be the engine which powers the five models
according to a dynamic described methodically in this communication where interest is also taken in the in-depth
analysis of these models from the point of view of their natures, the factors which surround their respective and
interrelated manifestations, as well as the conclusions drawn from these facts. The approach taken during this
analysis is what we could call, for contrast purposes, a “resultive and cumulative” approach associated with the
“prospective and programmatic” approach.

Keywords: Terminological inflation, Terminological deficit, Terminological neologism, Terminological
standardization, Terminological etymologization, Terminological monitoring, Arabic linguistic theories, Critical
models, Resultive and cumulative approach, Prospective and programmatic approach.
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