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The Presence and the Voice of Syrian Cities in their Narratives of its Destruction - a Reading in
" Shahla Al-Ajili's novel ""A Sky Close to Our Home
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Abstract :

The Arab novel documented the war’s experience and the spatial dimensions of many Syrian cities. Where the
buildings were destroyed and the streets were dugged with bullet shrapnel, bombs and humans. Shahla Al-Ajili in
her novel ""A Sky Close to Our Home" observed the great transformations that have taken place in time and space to
convey the rich history of Aleppo’s city. It was refreshed with the faces of life and touches of music, arts and

literature, before its skies adorned the images of destruction and asylum.

It prompted the place to renew and expand its physiological connotations to include symbolic and ideological
dimensions that contributed to the construction of the narrative text and reenactment of the past, self-states and its
relationship with the other, in a state of cultural overlap. How has the war transformed the terrain of Syrian cities
and the concepts of homeland and the concept 0f identity? And how has it created the destiny of human groups in

the face of mass tragedy, conflict and prolonged crises.
Keywords: Syrian cities. the war. The syrian novel. the place.
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