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A preliminary study of The Tinerkouk-2021 meteorite discovered in
Timimounregion (southwestern Algeria)
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Abstract

A preliminary petrographic and mineralogical was showed on a meteoritic specimen
discovered in 2021 in the Tinerkouk region (Wilaya de Timimoune, Algeria). The meteorite,
weighing 1,542 kg, displays a fusiform shape with a continuous dark fusion crust, suggesting
a recent fall. Its fractured surface exposes a coarse grey texture with abundant globular
chondrules (0.1-3 mm). The whitish matrix, representing 50% of the volume, contains evenly
distributed black grains with reddish halos. Thin-section analysis, including electron
microprobe work at CAMPARIS (Université Pierre et Marie Curie, Paris), confirms a texture
typical of ordinary chondrites, with 60% chondrules. These are composed of automorphic
olivine (Fag-Fazs),orthopyroxene (Fsig2o- FSz2s1) and clinopyroxene (FS72-FSi069), With
occurrences of barred olivine and radial pyroxene. Opaque oxides dominated by FeO (80,9 %
et 95,23 % are also present.

According to our initial research, the TinerKouk 2021 meteorite is aL-type ordinary chondrite.
To complete the study of this Algerian meteorite, we need additional resources (analysis of the
meteorite's chemical composition, the chemical formula of the minerals, and study using the
Balayage Electron Microscope (MEB), isotopes, and datation), after its inclusion in the World
Meteorite Observatory (Metbull).

Keywords:Meteorite, OrdinaryChondrite, Tinerkouk 2021, Petrographic and Mineralogical
study, Algeria
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Fig.1: Geographical map of Algeria showing the Timimoun region and the Western Erg
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Fig.2 : fayalite component of olivine versus ferrosilites compoment of orthopyroxene of the

Tinerkouk 21 meteorite. The compositional fields of H-L and LL ordinary chondrites are derived
from Keil and Fredriksson (1964)
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Photo 1. (a)- Sand dunes of the Grand Erg Occidental (the 4x4 car at the bottom of the picture is the scale);
(b)- : Overview of the sample “The Tinerkouk 21”; (c)- Tinerkouk 21 meteorite with the eroded and sawn

parts in the laboratory; (d)- Partial sawn chondrules, greyish to reddish matrix and refractory

incliisions view
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Photo 2. (a)-The polished slide of the sample Tinerkouk 21 in polarized light (Gx40) cryptocrystalline
matrix, chondrules, opaque oxides strongly altered into iron oxides (reddish); (b)-barred olivine chondrules
of different sizes, 2- automorphic porphyric olivine chondrules and fibroradian pyroxene (in polarized light
analyzed, G*60). , 3- Chondre; (c) -Various types of chondrules in the meteorite Tinerkouk 21.
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Analysisnumbe
r 17 19 40 46 47 48 49 51 52 59 7 70 71 73 80 9
37,430 | 37,926 | 36,612 37,672 | 38,230 37,337 | 38,054 | 38,251 | 38,269 | 37,342 | 38,024 | 37,743 | 37,020
Si02 8 7 6 37,871 4 8 38,678 7 7 1 6 6 4 1 3 38,248
TiO2 0,0044 | 00182 | 0,0159 | 00254 | -0,0044 | 0,0044 | 0,0385 | 0,0367 | 0,0286 | 0,0018 | 0,014 | 0,555 | 0,0408 | 0,1621 | 0,0312 | 0,0349
Al203 -0,0158 | 00196 | 1,788 | 0,0238 | 0,3931 | 0,0988 | -0,0158 | 0,004 | 0,0432 | 0,002 | -0,0084 | 0,0215 | 0,0365 | 0,0365 [ 0,0709 | 0,0472
21,477 | 21,887 | 20,136 | 21,428 | 21,166 | 20,985 | 20,914 | 21,082 | 21,569 21,338 | 21,283 | 21,331 | 20,804 | 20,518 | 20,970
FeO 2 5 9 3 2 1 7 2 2 21,438 9 5 8 6 6 1
MnO 05855 | 04686 | 05237 | 04658 | 0506 | 05105 | 04523 | 05436 | 04917 | 0529 | 05366 | 04804 | 05172 | 0,5372 | 04363 | 0,5685
40,196 | 39,585 | 41,467 | 40,594 | 40,645 | 40,596 | 40,013 39,704 | 40,117 | 39,254 | 39,709 | 39,968 | 40,192 | 40,994
MgO 8 6 2 8 9 3 3 40,192 8 2 8 1 1 8 8 39,251
Ca0 0,0191 | 0,0631 | 0,0615 | 00277 | 0064 | 00574 | 00425 | 00319 | 00021 | 0,0257 | 0,0546 | 00138 | 0,0277 | -0,0023 | 0,0161 | 0,0291
Na20 00241 | 0012 | 00241 | -0,0024 | 0,0349 | -0,0096 | 0,0072 | 0,018 | 0,0012 | 0,0097 | 0,0349 | 0,013 | 0,0118 | -0,0117 | -0,0168 | 0,0165
K20 0,0309 | -0,0205 | 0,0177 | -0,0062 | -0,0083 | 0,0289 | 0,0393 | -0,0124 | 0,0123 | 0,0146 | 0,0288 | 0,0022 | 0,0202 | -0,0022 | 0,0157 | 0,0354
Total 99,75 99,96 | 100,65 | 100,43 | 100,47 | 100,5 | 100,17 | 99,23 99,91 | 100,39 | 99,52 99,01 99,98 99,46 99,09 99,2
Si 0977 0,987 0,941 0,979 0973 0,985 0,998 0977 0,989 0,989 0,997 0,98 0,987 0,983 0,969 0,998
Al 0 0,001 0,054 0,001 0,012 0,003 0 0 0,001 0 0 0,001 0,001 0,001 0,002 0,001
Ti 0 0 0 0 0 0 0,001 0,001 0,001 0 0 0,003 0,001 0,003 0,001 0,001
Fe2 0,469 0,476 0,433 0,463 0,457 0,452 0,451 0,462 0,469 0,463 0,465 0,467 0,463 0,453 0,449 0,458
Mn 0,013 0,01 0,011 0,01 0,011 0,011 0,01 0,012 0,011 0,012 0,012 0,011 0,011 0,012 0,01 0,013
Mg 1,564 1,536 1,589 1,565 1,565 1,56 1,539 1,569 1,539 1,546 1,525 1,554 1,547 1,561 1,599 1,527
Ca 0,001 0,002 0,002 0,001 0,002 0,002 0,001 0,001 0 0,001 0,002 0 0,001 0 0 0,001
Na 0,001 0,001 0,001 0 0,002 0 0 0,001 0 0 0,002 0 0,001 | -0,001 | -0,001 | 0,001
K 0,001 | -0,001 | 0,001 0 0 0,001 0,001 0 0 0 0,001 0 0,001 0 0,001 0,001
Ni 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cations 3,026 3,012 3,032 3,019 3,022 3,014 3,001 3,023 3,01 3,011 3,004 3,016 3,013 3,012 3,03 3,001
Fe/(Fe+Mg) 0,23 0,24 0,21 0,23 0,23 0,22 0,23 0,23 0,23 0,23 0,23 0,23 0,23 0,22 0,22 0,23
Mg/(Fe+Mg) 0,77 0,76 0,79 0,77 0,77 0,78 0,77 0,77 0,77 0,77 0,77 0,77 0,77 0,78 0,78 0,77

Table.1: Representative olivine compositions from the Tinerl

ouk 21 meteorite (analyses reported as wt%).
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Analysisnumbe
r 1 104 33 86 113 115 119 22 23 27 34 35 81 87
53,815 | 55,037 50,250 | 54,342 | 54,426 | 54,407 | 55,332 | 55,175 | 55,502 | 55,142 | 54,910
Sio2 7 5 53,833 5 3 3 1 7 9 9 4 8 55,503 | 54,297
TiO2 0,2236 | 0,389 | 0,1528 | 0,2425 | 0,1056 | 0,1463 | 0,142 | 0,1221 | 0,1436 | 0,1413 | 0,0389 | 0,1483 | 0,2235 | 0,1362
Al203 6,9569 | 4,8996 | 0,2997 | 1,645 | 0,1045 | 0,178 | 0,0571 | 0,0821 | 0,2195 | 0,1983 | 0,0796 | 0,1948 | 0,2641 | 1,2057
13,614 13,406 | 12,973 | 11,827 12,981 | 13,219 13,216
FeO 3,0288 | 3,8425 | 6,5457 | 10,079 6 12,746 5 5 4 12,932 5 1 12,686 1
Fe203 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cr203 0,4565 | 0,7219 | 0,4758 | 0,3061 | 0,1436 | 0,2349 | 0,0873 | 0,0991 | 0,1457 | 0,1513 | 0,0512 | 0,3004 | 0,2541 | 0,0618
MnO 0,1603 | 0,1368 | 0,2283 | 0,418 | 0,4034 | 0,5047 | 0,5208 | 0,5711 | 0,4264 | 0,5939 | 0,5695 | 0,5195 | 0,4843 | 0,6154
NiO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
11,382 | 13,833 | 20,625 | 24,971 | 29,917 | 28,708 | 29,856 | 30,169 | 28,785 30,004 | 29,996 | 29,376 | 29,643
MgO 8 3 6 8 1 7 2 2 9 29,764 2 5 3 6
16,232 | 18,066 | 15,480
CaO 9 8 3 94394 | 05251 | 2,324 | 0,6408 | 05672 | 2,4078 | 0,4993 | 0,6225 | 0,5653 | 0,6551 | 0,5164
Na20 3,7499 | 25144 | 0,312 | 1,2354 | 0,0285 | 0,0408 | 0,0297 | 0,0411 | 0,0913 | 0,0133 | -0,0011 | 0,0046 0 0,1588
K20 0,4522 0,3 0,0287 | 0,067 | 0,0068 | -0,0202 | -0,0045 | 0,0356 | 0,0084 | -0,0133 | -0,0083 | 0,0209 | 0,0318 | -0,0045
Total 96,46 | 99,74 | 97,98 | 9865 | 99,19 | 9929 | 99,14 | 99,99 | 99,23 | 99,78 | 9948 | 99,88 | 9948 | 99,85
TSi 2,004 | 1,997 1,988 1,807 | 1,948 1,955 1,951 1965 | 1,978 1979 | 1,969 1,955 1,987 | 1931
TAl 0 0,003 | 0,012 0,07 0,004 | 0,008 | 0,002 | 0003 | 0009 | 0,008 | 0003 | 0008 | 0011 0,05
TFe3 0 0 0 0 0,048 | 0,037 | 0047 | 0032 | 0013 | 0013 | 0,028 | 0,037 0 0,019
M1Al 0,305 | 0,206 | 0,001 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
M1Ti 0,006 | 0011 | 0004 | 0,007 | 0003 | 0004 | 0004 | 0003 | 0004 | 0004 | 0001 | 0004 | 0,006 | 0,004
M1Fe3 0 0 0,012 0 0,045 | 0,032 | 0,041 0,03 0,017 0,01 0,027 0,03 0 0,071
M1Fe2 0,043 | 0,014 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
M1Cr 0,013 | 0,021 | 0014 | 0,009 | 0004 | 0,007 | 0002 | 0003 | 0004 | 0004 | 0001 | 0008 | 0,007 | 0,002
M1Mg 0632 | 0748 | 0969 | 0985 | 0948 | 0957 | 0953 | 0964 | 0975 | 0,982 0,97 0,958 | 0987 | 0924
MINi 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
M2Mg 0 0 0,167 | 0,354 0,65 0,58 0,643 | 0633 | 0563 0,6 0,627 | 0634 | 0581 | 0,648
M2Fe2 0,051 | 0,103 0,19 0,303 | 0315 | 0313 | 0315 | 0323 | 0325 | 0363 | 0333 | 0327 0,38 0,303
M2Mn 0,005 | 0,004 | 0007 | 0013 | 0012 | 0015 | 0016 | 0017 | 0013 | 0018 | 0,017 | 0016 | 0015 | 0,019
M2Ca 0648 | 0,702 | 0612 | 0,364 0,02 0,089 | 0025 | 0022 | 0092 | 0019 | 0024 | 0022 | 0,025 0,02
M2Na 0271 | 0177 | 0022 | 0086 | 0002 | 0,003 | 0002 | 0003 | 0,006 | 0,001 0 0 0 0,011
M2K 0,021 | 0014 | 0001 | 0,003 0 -0,001 0 0,002 0 -0,001 0 0,001 | 0,001 0
Sum_cat 3979 | 3986 | 3999 | 3,997 4 4,001 4 3,998 4 4,001 4 3,999 | 3999 4
Ca 46,968 | 44,696 | 31,492 | 18,02 | 1036 | 4575 1,262 1,101 | 4,698 | 0962 | 1,208 1,102 1,264 | 1,028
Mg 45,825 | 47,617 | 58,382 | 66,33 | 82,144 | 78,628 | 81,802 | 81,514 | 78,152 | 79,815 | 81,035 | 81,375 | 78,886 | 82,142
Fe2_Mn 7,207 7,687 10,126 | 15,649 16,82 16,797 | 16,937 | 17,384 | 17,149 | 19,223 | 17,757 | 17,522 19,85 16,83
WO 46,968 | 44,696 | 31,293 | 18,02 | 0989 | 4417 1,208 1,068 | 4628 | 0951 | 1,176 1,066 1,264 | 0,982
EN 45,825 | 47,617 | 58,013 | 66,33 | 78,397 | 75,917 | 78,294 | 79,02 | 76,981 | 78,918 | 78,839 | 78,703 | 78,886 | 78,467
FS 7,207 | 7,687 | 10,693 | 15,649 | 20,615 | 19,666 | 20,498 | 19,912 | 18,391 | 20,13 | 19,985 | 20,231 | 19,85 | 20,551

Table.2: Representative pyroxene compositions from the Tinerkouk 21 meteorite (analyses reported as wt%).

74




() Qe sia) Csasas dihia b AEICal2021- 58U il A0 Auly

Uiss ol co by oSl cabud palill 28 ¢ gpady dpan ¢ (oold A8 ¢ Say Alhal ¢ adha Bl ¢ (gadim (Bai0e O (il

(% 039 A Blane cdlelmtl) ) 21 19S55 2l (00 Bumdpaid] wesslS uS1)5 3 Jooinl!

Analysisnumb
er 100 12 15 58 62 75 76 77 91 92 94 98 96 97 99
Sio2 0,0476 | 0,0476 | 0,1199 | 0,0306 | 0,0228 | -0,0077 | 0,0096 | 0,0191 | 0,2271 | 0,0878 | 0,0344 | -0,04 | 0,0458 | 0,0133 | 0,0553
TiO2 0,0047 | 0,021 | 0,0115 | 0,0179 | 0,0054 | -0,0156 | 0,0086 | 0,0304 | -0,007 | 0,0163 | 0,0303 | 0,0249 | 0,0443 | 0,0047 | 0,0334
Al203 0,0022 | 0,0312 | 0,0639 | 0,0424 | 0,0089 | 0,0314 | 0,009 | 0,0336 | 0,0223 | 0,0223 | 0,0402 | 0,0156 | 0,0334 | 0,0334 | 0,0312
82,349 | 88,085 | 82,944 | 85,828 | 89,620 | 81,457 | 80,978 | 81,465 | 81,202 | 81,198 90,956 | 95,126 | 94,623 | 95,234
FeO 9 4 1 2 6 4 3 6 6 1 82,347 7 5 6 4
Fe203 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cr203 0,0169 | 0,046 | 0,0122 | 0,0419 | 0,4315 | 0,0472 | 0,0382 | 0,0977 | 0,0048 | 0,0196 | 0,0005 | 0,0238 | 0,0672 | -0,019 | 0,0169
- - 0,0014 - - - - - -
MnO 0,0141 | 0,0679 | 0,0026 | 0,0738 | 0,0057 2 0,0285 | 0,0057 | 0,0199 | 0,0227 | 0,0085 | 0,0227 | 0,0113 | 0,0057 | 0,0141
MgO 0,1421 | 0,1023 | 0,0589 | 0,0502 | 0,076 0 0,0458 | 0,0823 | 0,0888 | 0,1298 | 0,0558 | 0,0694 | 0,0706 | 0,0535 | 0,1421
CaO 0,002 | -0,121 0 0,2048 | 0,1505 | 0,0458 | -0,018 | 0,0817 | 0,0398 | 0,0596 | 0,0159 | 0,1449 | -0,147 | 0,1865 | 0,002
Na20 0,0086 | 0,0172 | -0,004 | 0,0259 | 0,0064 | 0,0627 | 0,0432 | 0,013 | -0,043 | 0,0344 | 0,0108 | 0,0366 | 0,0323 | 0,0108 | 0,0086
K20 0,0195 | 0,0584 | 0,0397 | 0,002 | 0,0369 | -0,0215 | 0,0294 | 0,0078 | 0,0098 | 0,0137 | 0,0039 | 0,0331 | 0,0097 | 0,0175 | 0,0195
Total 82,57 | 88,22 | 83,23 | 85,85 89,9 81,6 80,93 | 81,58 | 81,55 | 81,49 | 82,43 | 90,89 | 9501 | 94,54 | 95,35
Si 0,001 | 0,001 | 0,003 | -0,001 | -0,001 0 0 0,001 | 0,007 | 0,003 | 0,001 | -0,001 | 0,001 0 -0,001
Al 0 0,001 | 0,002 | 0,001 0 0,001 0 -0,001 | 0,001 | 0,001 | 0,001 0 0,001 | 0,001 | 0,001
Ti 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0,001 0 0 -0,001 0 -0,001 0 -0,001
Fe2 1,991 | 1,993 | 1,987 | 1,999 1,99 1,995 2 1,995 | 1,982 | 1,987 | 1,996 | 2,001 | 2,002 | 2,001 | 1,997
Fe3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Cr 0 0,001 0 0,001 | 0,009 | 0,001 | 0,001 | 0,002 0 0 0 0 -0,001 0 0
Mn 0 -0,002 0 0,002 0 0 -0,001 0 0 -0,001 0 -0,001 0 0 0
Mg 0,006 | 0,004 | 0,003 | 0,002 | 0,003 0 0,002 | 0,004 | 0,004 | 0,006 | 0,002 | 0,003 | 0,003 | 0,002 | 0,005
Ca 0 -0,004 0 -0,006 | -0,004 | 0,001 | -0,001 | -0,003 | 0,001 | 0,002 0 -0,004 | -0,004 | -0,005 0
Na 0 0,001 0 0,001 0 0,004 | -0,002 | 0,001 | -0,002 | 0,002 | -0,001 | 0,002 | -0,002 | 0,001 0
K 0,001 | 0,002 | 0,001 0 -0,001 | -0,001 | -0,001 0 0 0,001 0 -0,001 0 0,001 | 0,001
Cations 1,999 | 1,997 | 1,996 | 1,999 | 1,996 | 2,001 | 1,998 2 1,993 | 2,001 | 1,998 | 1,999 | 1,999 | 2,001 | 2,002

Table.3: Representative opaques oxides compositions from the Tinerkouk 21 meteorite (analyses reported as wt%).
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