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Valuation of palm waste as a source of food for livestock in the desert areas of
Algeria
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Abstract:

Cattle suffer severely by the alimentation availability, especially in the desert regions of
Algeria. This is due to the decline in the pastures plant productivity, which negatively affected
quantity and quality sheep productivity in particular and of animals in general.

Through the experimental studies that we conducted, at the level of Ziban in Algeria for three
years, we were found that there are several materials from palm, which can be exploited in the
feed animal nutrition. Among them, we mention: dry palm leaves, arjoun, date kernels, dry
dates that are not suitable for consumption, and waste from the manufacturing and packaging
industries of dates. Livestock breeders at the oases level confirm the effectiveness of the
traditional exploitation of palm waste in livestock feed. Actually, there are two types of
animal feed (rough feed and concentrated feed). The analytical study shows that the chemical
composition of the dried fodder of wheat and barley crop residues is equivalent to the
nutritional value of dried palm leaves, stems and date kernels.

The valorization of palm waste also has environmental, social, cultural and economic
dimensions. It contributes to the purification of palm plantations and thus preserves the
integrity of the landscape, limiting the spread of insects and microorganisms that cause the
spread of diseases among palm trees. In the end, palm residues contribute to the economic
dynamism by producing capital locally, through the value added in meat production in
particular and the provision of jobs. This kind of investment is one of the pillars of
contributing to the countrys food security, by promoting the direct and indirect rational use of
all local natural resources.

Keywords: fodder, livestock, palm trees, food security.
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