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Abstract

This study addresses the issues of “cultural translation” and “cultural adaptation” as models for adapting
Western texts to suit Arab identity, given that foreign stories have enjoyed widespread and intense
popularity in the Arab world due to their fame and widespread circulation. This has led Arab translators to
translate most international foreign works, especially those related to children's literature. ~ However, with
the conflict between foreign values and authentic Arab values, Arab translators had to focus on reproducing
meanings that fit with Arab identity and culture. Translators found themselves obligated to protect the
consciousness of Arab children, so translation went beyond the linguistic and literal transfer of a foreign
language to another, and goes beyond linguistic transfer to become a precise process of cultural
reconstruction and the rewriting of a narrative identity in which themes are arranged and directed according
to a new horizon of reception. Children are influenced linguistically and value-wise by what they read,
especially in the early stages of psychological and mental maturation, which are linked to the stages of
understanding and perception. Therefore, this translation contributes to strengthening the child's cultural
and identity affiliation. The translation process is transformed from a repetitive, rigid, and mechanical
technical process into an educational and cultural act that requires great awareness of the issue of the
infiltration of foreign values into Arab society, as we will show in our study of the story "LA BARBE BLEUE"
by Charles Perrault based on the duality of conflict and violence, fear and regret, which was translated by
the Egyptian writer Kamel Al-Kilani into the story “The Blue Beard,” which was based on the duality of
tolerance and love, curiosity and stability. The study focuses on monitoring the major thematic shifts and
adapting them through a process of “cultural localization” that managed to simulate the requirements of the
Arab self, transforming the text from a violent bloody tale into a symbolic text. that carries different morals
and values. Thus, cultural adaptation does not eliminate the original text, but rather reuses it within renewed
semantic networks across diverse languages and cultures.

Keywords; Translation; Child; Identity; Culture; Literature.
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" cet homme avait la barbe bleue cela le rendait si laid et si terrible, qu'il n'était ni femme ni fille qui ne
s'enfuit de devant lui." (charles, 1697, p. 24)
1618y 2 Jomy ased (3o 1930 Liad) Lewie (sl ) ¢l Jazi
"Elle n'en voulaient point toutes deux, et se le renvoyaient I'une a l'autre, ne pouvant se résoudre a prendre
un homme qui eut la barbe bleue." (charles, 1697, pp. 24-25)
O day 293l dialy (o ¢l ) ¢ adl gl s Ladll qaidl slaall e Conga 18 ¢ luall e of azs 138y
el Loy s
"Pour cette petite clef-ci, c'est la clef du cabinet au bout de la grande galerie de l'appartement bas: ouvrez
tout, allez partout, mais pour ce petit cabinet, je vous défends d'y entre, et je vous le défends de telle sorte,

que s'il vous arrive de l'ouvrir, il n'y a rien que vous ne deviez attendre de ma colére." (charles, 1697, pp.
25-26)

tazeid (ya Loy Laie ) ol ity aelgall oyuS (o LSl (quaill Lo (A9

"qui cependant ne se divertissait point a voir toutes ces richesses, a cause de l'impatience qu'elle avait
d'aller ouvrir le cabinet de l'appartement bas." (charles, 1697, p. 26)

55T i § el el sied

"Elle s’y arréta quelque temps, songeant a la défense que son Mari lui avait faite, et considérant qu’il

pourrait lui arriver malheur d’avoir été désobéissante ; mais la tentation était si forte qu’elle ne put la
surmonter: elle prit donc la petite clef, & ouvrit en tremblant la porte du cabinet." (charles, 1697, p. 26)
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ne s’en allait point ; elle eut beau la laver, & méme la frotter avec du sablon & avec du grés, il y demeura
toujours du sang, car la clef était Fée" (charles, 1697, p. 27)
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aussitot pour se sauver ; mais les deux fréres le poursuivirent de si pres, qu’ils I'attrapérent avant qu’il

put gagner le perron. Ils lui passérent leur épée au travers du corps, & le laissérent mort." (charles, 1697,

. 29-30
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