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Woman Affected by Cancer and Mastectomy as a Model —

Clinical study of a single case
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Abstract :The study aims at highlighting the psychological pain and the extent of suffering
that women afflicted with cancer and breast removal suffers from due to the social
representations directed by prevalent cultural contexts about this disease and its
consequences. This is through dealing with the psychological drawbacks of the breast removal
process on their body and on their sexual relationship with their spouse and family as a whole,
taking into consideration that the breast is an important element of sexual stimulation and
overall quality of life. The field study was conducted on a single case that underwent breast
removal due to cancer. In order to achieve the study's objectives, the clinical approach was
adopted using the case study technique as the nature of the variables and study objectives
necessitate. The diagnostic techniques used in this study are: clinical observation, semi-
structured clinical interviews, as well as the diagnostic and statistical manual criteria for
mental disorders, fifth edition.
Key words: Social and Cultural Representation, IlIness , Cancer, women afflicted with
cancer and breast removal.
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