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This study investigates the relationship between marginalization and violence through a
case study of the informal neighborhood of Shouf Lekdad in Sétif, considered a revealing
space of urban paradoxes. The research identified four patterns of marginalization—social,
economic, political, and ecological—that reproduce different forms of violence, namely
deviance, economic crime, urban unrest, and social disintegration. Methodologically, the
study relied on a descriptive-analytical approach, combining a structured questionnaire with
semi-structured interviews. The findings indicate that marginalization is not a temporary
condition but a structural reality that plays a decisive role in generating diverse forms of urban
violence. Results further align with previous studies highlighting that urban violence is a
strong indicator of marginalization. Importantly, marginalization is shown not only as a state
of “deprivation” but as the outcome of deep structural exclusions that deny residents of

informal neighborhoods access to urban opportunities and participation in decision-making
processes.
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