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The spectator and the boundaries of theatricality in contemporary performance art:
a case study of Marina Abramovic’s “lips of Thomas”
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Abstract : (not more than 10 Lines)

Recetved

This research paper aims to explore the ways in which the
performative act attains its completion, by examining the § Accepted
question of the spectator’s presence, status, and position

within contemporary performance art, which has Kepmords:

reintroduced the question of reception in a renewed and V' Keyword: Spectator
v Keyword: Theatricality

different manner. The completion of the act signifies the} Keyword: erformance
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completion of “presence” — a qualitative and actual
presence of the spectator within the artistic creation. We are
not referring here to a formal presence linked to the notions
of “symmetry,” “observer,” and “observed,” nor to the
dichotomy of “sender” and “receiver.” Rather, our focus is
on that “encounter” and “event” that bring these two poles
together, with all their divergences and contradictions. Itis a
meeting where energies converge poetically and
aesthetically, where nothing remains but the body
confronting its utmost vulnerabilities. Such an encounter is
found within the aesthetics of contemporary performance,
where the show transforms into an “event” occurring
between the two sides of the creative process — the

performer and the spectator. This is particularly evident in

Marina Abramovic¢’s performance Thomas’s Lips, which
serves as a central example through which we can address
the theme of this paper
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"Ce qu’on va vous montrer n’est pas un spectacle.
- Vous risquez fort de rester sur votre faim.

- Ce que vous allez voir n’est pas une piéce.

- Ce soir on ne joue pas.

- On va vous montrer un spectacle ou il n y’a rien a voir.

- Vous ne vous attendiez quand méme pas a une histoire.

- Nous ne sortons pas d’un personnage pour nous adressez a vous.

- Nous n’avons pas besoin de recourir a I’illusion pour tenter de vous

désillusionner.

- Vous ne pouvez pas vous reconnaitre en nous>",
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- Danan joseph, (2016) entre théatre et performance, Paris France, Edition actes
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