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This article investigates a distinctive mosaic panel depicting the seafront of Hippo Regius, § Received
dated to the 3rd century AD and discovered in the elite villa quarter of the city. Based on an
iconographic and artistic analysis, the study shows how the mosaicist realistically rendered || Accepted
the maritime and urban character of Hippo through natural features and monumental
landmarks. The composition highlights the strategic function of Hippo's harbor within the

Roman Annona system, which secured grain and olive oil supplies for Rome. Positioned at the

junction of the Mediterranean and the fertile Numidian hinterland, the port established Hippo

as a major economic and commercial hub in Roman Africa. Beyond its decorative value, the

mosaic serves as a visual testimony to the city’s social, economic, and religious life. It further

provides Rey evidence for reconstructing Hippo's ancient topography and illustrates the

interplay between Numidian traditions and Roman urbanism.
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