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Abstract:

This article examines the morphological pattern Faw ‘al through a
comprehensive survey of classical and modern linguistic sources,
including lexicons, Qur’anic exegesis, grammatical treatises, and
literary texts. It analyzes the form’s phonological structure,
morphological behavior, and semantic range, foregrounding both
classical and contemporary perspectives. The findings reveal that
Faw‘al is neither marginal nor obsolete but a productive pattern
attested from the pre-Islamic corpus to modern usage. Its sustained
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presence across genres and periods underscores its vitality in Arabic
word-formation, and the study argues that the pattern remains
available for lexical innovation in contemporary Arabic.

Keywords: Faw ‘al, morphology, semantics, Arabic word-formation.
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