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This research seeks to study the technique of paradox in the stories
of "The Index of Kings" by the Omani writer Laila Abdullah Al
Balushi. The writer relied on the technique of paradox in her narrative,
so she moved away from linguistic directness, and relied on condensing
meaning, and breaking the horizon of expectations of the recipient. This
research yielded a number of results, including: the writer's ability to
adapt her artistic tools and cultural and intellectual background; to
intelligently formulate her stories in the molds of amazing paradoxes.
The paradox appeared on the outer cover of the collection of stories
through the cover painting and the title. The writer also employed the
introduction - based on paradox - in the introduction to her collection
of stories; to objectively frame the general idea around which her stories
revolve, which is absolute power. The writer succeeded in making the
reading experience a rich experience that presents deep messages to the
recipient when she presented the reader with stories rich in paradoxes,
as in each story there is a new paradox, in addition to the proliferation
of paradoxes in one story; From the womb of the great paradox,
multiple paradoxes emerge, revealing the skill and intelligence of the
paradox maker, and her full awareness of the method of investigating
all the elements of the idea she wants to address.
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2 The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary on Historical Principles Prepared By William little,
H. W. Fowler, J. Coulson, Revised and Edited by C.T. Onios, Oxford, At the Clareendon Press,
(1956), p. 1045.
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