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Polyphony and the aesthetics of polyphony in the novel Dafatir
al-Warraq
By Jalal Burgess in light of Bakhtin's narrative theory
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Abstract: The classic traditional novel is no longer able to fulfill
the requirements of expression and narration required by the current
era, with the enormous developments and complexities it contains in
various fields of knowledge and aspects of life. This is because it
relies on one voice or point of view, the fates of its characters are
dominated, and its events are conveyed and directed by one narrator,
who is the all-knowing narrator who knows everything. The
polyphonic narrative technique, or the theory of polyphony, appeared
in a modern narrative format since the post-modern period in the late
seventies. It sought to get rid of the unilateralism of perspective and
voice, and was distinguished by the diversity of wording methods,
narrative perspectives, and the multiplicity of pronouns, characters,
and narrators, in order to keep pace with the requirements of the
current reality, depict patterns of awareness and ideologies, break the
monotony of the text, and add vitality to its entity. Russian critic
Mikhail Bakhtin is considered the first to theorize and refer to
polyphony in his studies by following Dostoyevsky's works. Through
the descriptive and analytical approach, the article aims to touch upon
the aspects of polyphony and its manifestations in the novel The
Warrag Notebooks by Jalal Barjas, due to the dialogical democracy
that this novel possesses, vocal and ideological pluralism, in addition
to the diversity in narrative style, which qualifies it to be a polyphonic
novel par excellence. One of the most important findings of the
research is that the novel embodied polyphony through the dialogue
and dialectic of its characters with different voices through
mechanisms, the most important of which is the multiplicity of
ideologies, languages, and narrative perspectives, with touches of
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hybridity, parody, typesetting, narrative styles, and interspersed
expressive genres.
Key words: Polyphony; Bakhtin; Dafater al Waraq; Jalal Burgess.
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