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The Science of Quranic Script in Bilad Chinguetti (Mauritania):
History and Characteristics
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Abstract:

The Chinguettian (Mauritanian) were distinguished by their
exceptional interest in the science of Quranic Script. This field of
study experienced a remarkable renaissance in Bilad Chinguetti, and
the scholars of this region made significant contributions, as
recognized by leading experts in the field. This necessitates research
into this important topic to shed light on the history of this science in
Bilad Chinguetti, the efforts of its scholars, and the characteristics of
Quranic script specific to the region.

This research explores questions such as: How did the interest in the
science of Quranic Script emerge in Bilad Chinguetti? How did it
develop? What is the scientific outcome of this interest? What is its
scientific value? And what are the unique characteristics of Quranic
Script in Bilad Chinguetti?

The study identifies seventeen renowned scholars of Quranic Script
from Bilad Chinguetti, each of whom produced one or more works
that formed a significant building block in the advancement of this
science in the region. The research concludes that the history of
Quranic orthography in Bilad Chinguetti was shaped by two major
schools, each with its own distinct approach. These schools enriched
the field with their scientific output and the scholarly dialogues that
took place between them, giving Quranic orthography in Bilad
Chinguetti its unique character.

Key words: Science of Quranic Script; Science of Recitation;
Blad Chinguetti; History; Characteristics
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