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Abstract:

This study examines presuppositions in the Diwan of Labid ibn
Rabi‘ah al-‘Amiri from a pragmatic perspective, investigating their
role in ensuring the success of the communicative process and
assessing the extent to which these presuppositions effectively
conveyed the poet’s intended meanings to his audience. The research
adopts the pragmatic approach as its primary methodology,
supplemented by descriptive-analytical procedures. The study is
organized into six sections, preceded by an introduction and a
preliminary chapter outlining the concept of presupposition, and
followed by a conclusion presenting the principal findings. The six
sections address the following types of presupposition: existential
presupposition; factual presupposition; non-factual presupposition;
counterfactual presupposition; lexical presupposition; and structural
presupposition. among the study’s key findings is that Labid ibn
Rabi‘ah grounded his presuppositions in the shared knowledge and
common background assumptions between himself and his
audience—knowledge derived from lived experience and preserved
within their collective memory. The poet also demonstrated a skillful
use of non-factual presupposition, particularly in satirizing his
adversaries. He did so by ostensibly attributing to them commendable
qualities that were, in reality, neither genuine nor factually grounded.

Keywords: Pragmatics; Labid ibn Rabi‘ah; presupposition;
communicative process.
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