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The effect of custom on the dowry in the marriage contract
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Abstract:

The dowry is considered a condition for the validity of the marriage contract according to Article
9 bis of the Algerian Family Code. It is what is paid willingly to the wife in the form of money or
other things that are permissible according to Islamic law. It is her property and she can dispose of
it as she pleases. The wisdom behind it is to honor the woman and express the husband’s good
intentions.

The issue of dowry in Algerian society raises many differences, due to the diversity of
customs in Algerian society depending on the region. This prompts us to investigate the extent
to which dowry is influenced by custom and the extent to which judicial authorities take
custom into account in the matter of dowry. This is what this study will address.

Key words: Dowry, custom, judiciary.
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