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Between Norms and individual characteristics: A Pluralistic Approach to the Evaluation
of Children’s Oral Language in Speech therapy
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Abstract:

The evaluation of a child’s oral language requires the researcher or clinician in the field of
speech therapy to have a comprehensive understanding of language, starting from its
structural or formal components to its use in constrained or natural spontaneous situations.
This evaluation relies on multiple approaches to evaluate linguistic behavior, including tests
and the analysis of spontaneous language. It also involves the study of cognitive,
psycholinguistic, and neurolinguistic processes related to the comprehension and use of oral
language. The quality of the tools used, as well as consideration of the environmental context
and individual factors, are crucial elements for the accuracy of the evaluation.

This articl aims to clarify the nature of oral language evaluation in children and its
theoretical frameworks, in light of the available literature.

Keywords: oral language; evaluation ; test; individual characteristics; speech therapy.
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