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Abstract:

"u_n

The current study aimed to explore students' perceptions of the meaning of the equal sign (“=") in mathematics. The
research sample consisted of 28 students from public schools in the Sultanate of Oman. The study employed a descriptive
approach and used a test instrument developed by Meyer (2016), which was translated and adapted to the research context by
the researcher. The results revealed that approximately 80% of the students had unclear perceptions of the meaning of the
equal sign in mathematics. Accordingly, the study recommended the need to modify this perception and highlight the
importance of the equal sign in mathematics, as it serves as a fundamental concept in developing mathematical (arithmetical

and algebraic) thinking.
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