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The reality of detecting, diagnosing, and evaluating Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD) by speech therapists in Algeria.
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Abstract :

The current study aimed to understand the reality of the process of detecting, diagnosing,
and evaluating Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) by speech therapists in Algeria. To achieve
this, we adopted a descriptive methodology. The sample size consisted of 100 Algerian
speech therapists from 22 randomly selected provinces. The researcher developed a
questionnaire that included a set of questions about the tests used in detection, diagnosis, and
evaluation, as well as supplementary tests and the responsibility for diagnosing ASD.

We analyzed the results using Excel 2007 and found differences in the use of tests for
detection, diagnosis, and evaluation, with more than 50% of respondents using the M-CHAT
for detection and the CARS for evaluation and diagnosis. The results also indicated
inconsistencies in the supplementary tests required for the diagnosis process and differences
in responses regarding who is responsible for the diagnosis.
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