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Abstract

This study examines the site of Ain Nechma (Thabarbussis), located southwest of Guelma, as an
archaeological station reflecting the deep Punic presence in the heart of Numidia. It highlights the site’s
religious and funerary significance and its role in the continuity of Carthaginian influence and its
interaction with Roman rule. The research question focuses on the extent to which Punic religious
structures persisted and how they integrated or transformed under Roman domination. The study adopts
a descriptive-analytical approach, combining the examination of votive and funerary stelae preserved in
the Roman Theater Museum of Guelma with the writings of French explorers. Findings show that
Thabarbussis was originally a sacred center dedicated to Baal Hammon before evolving into the worship
of Saturn through a process of cultural acculturation. The study recommends strengthening
documentation and protection efforts for the site due to its scientific value in understanding Numidian-
Punic-Roman cultural interactions.

Keywords : Punic presence in inland Numidia -Ain Nechma (Thabarbussis)- Neo-Punic inscriptions and
stelae- Religious symbolism and deities.
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I- Leglay (M .);Saturne afriquain ;Monument ; Afrique proconsulaire ; tome 1 ;Arts et metier graphique ;Paris.P 404 .
2_Fournel (H.) ; Richesse minéral de I’ Algerie ; tome 1-Parie ; Imprimerie national ;1850 ;pp.180-182 .

3. Leglay(M .) ; op-cit ;p 404 .

4 _Gsell (S.) ;Atlas Archéologique de I’ Algerie ; feuille N°9.N°150 ; tome 1 ;2™ édition ;Alger ;1997 .

3-Leglay (M.); op.cit.p 404.
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