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e Abstract:

The French army attempted to infiltrate the Algerian Revolution using a psychological strategy
considered one of the most severe tactics employed by the French to suppress the uprising. Based on
this approach, the French army established five special offices, each assigned specific responsibilities
to dismantle the revolution. The first office was responsible for labour and appointments. At the same
time, the second focused on gathering all available information on the National Liberation Front (FLN)
Army to study and infiltrate it. The third office was tasked with preparing operations and strategic
plans, the fourth managed logistics, including supplies and equipment, and the fifth office—arguably
the most significant and focused of this study—was responsible for psychological warfare. This raises
the following problem statement: Did the fifth office succeed in infiltrating the revolution through
psychological warfare, and what strategies did it employ to undermine the revolution from within? A
historical, descriptive method was used to address this problem statement. This article aims to highlight
the brutality of the French administration through its use of psychological warfare to suppress the
revolution. It concluded that psychological warfare had devastating and bloody repercussions for the
revolution.
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e Introduction

The French army sought to infiltrate the Algerian Revolution using a psychological strategy,
regarded as one of the most dangerous tactics the French employed to suppress the revolution!. On
this basis, the French army established five special offices, each assigned specific responsibilities
to defeat the revolution. The first office was responsible for labour and appointments, while the
second focused on collecting all available information about the National Liberation Front Army
to study and infiltrate it. The third office was tasked with preparing operations and strategic plans,
the fourth handled logistics, encompassing marketing, supplies, and equipment, and the fifth was
dedicated to psychological warfare.

The most serious of these offices for the revolution was the fifth, upon which Captain Léger?
heavily relied to destroy the revolution from within. The office's strategy centred on psychological
warfare, primarily through the spread of misleading rumors—one of the most challenging tactics
in this field. This method is incredibly destructive, leading to internal disruptions or purges within
the enemy's ranks. The approach involved planting false rumors suggesting widespread infiltration
by French intelligence through Algerian agents within the revolutionary leadership to observe their
reactions before attempting an actual infiltration®.

This study focuses on the fifth office, the most dangerous of those established by the French
authorities. It was tasked with psychological warfare (psychological operations), raising the
following problem statement: Did the fifth office succeed in infiltrating the revolution through
psychological warfare, and what strategies did it use to destroy the revolution from within? To
address this problem statement, we used a historical descriptive method.

This article seeks to shed light on the brutality of the French administration through the
psychological warfare it used to suppress the revolution. It concluded that psychological warfare
was brutal, with devastating and bloody consequences for the revolution.

1. The Concept of Psychological Warfare

Psychological warfare is one of the most severe forms of warfare, employing non-physical violence.
Napoleon Bonaparte emphasized thisby stating that the war of the mind is stronger than wars fought
with weapons.

Linguistic Definition: Psychological warfare is sometimes referred to as moral warfare. Experts
differ on its linguistic origins; some associate it with guerrilla warfare or the Cold War, while others
refer to it as the war of ideas or propaganda warfare. The term "psychological warfare" first
emerged in a book by the German writer Colonel Blau, the head of the psychological laboratory at
the Ministry of Defense. He published the book Propaganda Ale Wathe in 1930, in which he laid
the foundations of warfare®.

In Algeria, during the liberation revolution, psychological warfare was one of the most serious
challenges encountered by the National Liberation Front in its struggle against French colonialism.




It dealt severe blows to the revolution, shaking its core, as French intelligence relied on deception
and misinformation from the outbreak of the revolution on November 1, 1954. Over time, this
strategy evolved into an art form mastered by the French, who propagated the narrative that the
revolution was merely a limited insurgency controlled by Moscow through Cairo. However, this
disinformation failed to halt the spread of the revolution, prompting the French to shift tactics by
undermining the people’s trust in the revolution’s credibility and its leaders. The aimwas to cast
doubt on the revolution's ability to fulfill its goals, instilling despair among the population and
making the idea of independence through armed struggle seem like an unrealistic fantasy®.

France resorted to these malicious strategies only after realizing its inability to suppress the
revolution in its early phases. This was due to the guerrilla warfare tactics adopted by the National
Liberation Army, which relied primarily on hit-and-run operations, giving the revolutionaries the
advantage of choosing the time and place of battle. These tactics inflicted heavy losses on the
French army while preventing it from causing considerable damage to the revolutionaries®. As a
result, the French authorities began rethinking more effective and efficient ways to separate the
revolution from the people.

The French colonial authorities, recognizing their inability to suppress the revolution through
military means, turned to a strategy they had previously used to destroy the revolution from within.
This approach was more violent, bloody, and brutal than direct military confrontation, despite the
French military's superiority in arms compared to the revolutionaries' simple weapons. The colonial
authorities sought to defeat the minds of the people through psychological manipulation, indirectly
swaying them in what is known as a "brainwashing" operation’.

Captain Léger's strategy aimed to sow doubt and suspicion among the revolutionary wilayas’
leadership, persuading them that there were widespread infiltrations within the leadership of the
districts and regions under their control. Historically, this serious operation became (the Blue
Conspiracy), the "Blue Soldiers Operation," or the Akfadou Incident. However, before addressing
this operation, we must first review the strategy it was modeled after, historically known as (The
Blue Bird Operation).

2. The Blue Bird Operation

When the liberation revolution broke out, and the colonial administration recognized its inability
to contain it, the French government appointed Jacques Soustelle® as the Governor General of
Algeria, tasking him with suppressing the uprising. Soustelle quickly realized that a military
solution would not succeed, given the vast areas where the revolutionaries operated and the nature
of their military strategy, which depended on a war of attrition—commonly known as "hit-and-run"
warfare. Consequently, the Governor General turned to other, less costly and more effective
methods, namely psychological warfare. For this purpose, he sought the expertise of ethnologist J.
Servier, who had previously worked in Vietnam and devised a serious operation aimed at
dismantling the revolution by destroying its human foundations. Specifically, they created a puppet
force of traitors working for France, providing them with weapons, ammunition, supplies, and
funds, and basing them in a specific mountainous region to combat against the revolutionaries,
following the adage: "To hunt the wolves of Balochistan, one must use the dogs of Balochistan®..."
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Implementing the Blue Bird Operation was entrusted to the French secret intelligence services in
1956, involving senior French generals and officers, including General Bouffard, General Lorello,
General Oll¢, and other high-ranking officials who oversaw its progress. The goal was to form self-
defence units consisted of Algerians!®. However, planning for the operation began in the second
half of 1955, aiming to create an Algerian army resembling the National Liberation Army, but one
that operated under French command and followed its orders to eradicate the growing and
increasingly threatening revolution.

Given the significant influence of the Third Wilaya and the Third Region on the course and
development of the revolution, they became the primary targets for the French administration's
application of psychological warfare through the Blue Bird Operation, which Jacques Soustelle
initiated in mid-1955 and was later continued by Robert Lacoste. This operation sought to recruit
individuals from the Kabylie region into armed groups, each consists of 25 men, mimicking the
structure of the National Liberation Army at that time'!. Consequently, the Third Wilaya became a
battleground for its people, leading to the appearance of three warring factions: supporters of the
National Liberation Front (FLN), followers of the Algerian National Movement (MNA) led by
Belounis, who opposed the revolution and sympathized with Messali Al-Hadj, and the newly
created puppet force, known as "Force K." The French administration selected the area extending
from Tigzirt in the west to Azazga in the east as the stage for the training of Force K2,

The French intelligence services started recruiting Algerians loyal to them through Mr. Tahar
Hachiche, who served in the French army during World War II and later worked for the French
intelligence affiliated with General Lorello's office®®.

Mr. Tahar Hachiche played a crucial role in forming the first core of Algerian recruits sought by
the French administration. These recruits were provided with modern weapons, ammunition,
supplies, and material incentives to eradicate the revolutionary group headed by Karim Belkacem,
which had dominated the situation in the historical Third Wilaya since the outbreak of the
revolution in 1945, They would later spread to various regions of the country to eliminate the
revolution. Hence, the French military administration aimed to destroy the National Liberation
Army from within, without the burden of employing its exhausted army to pursue the National
Liberation Army across vast and uncontrollable areas.

These units sought to begin their activities by infiltrating the ranks of the National Liberation Army
and destroying the revolution from within. However, the individuals approached to form this force
reached out to the leadership of the Third Zone, particularly to its commander, Karim Belkacem
who instructed them to accept the offer, utilizing a strategy that harkened back to the days of the
conquest of Andalusia: "... and by God, you will have no weapons or supplies except what you take
from your enemy..."

This situation required a serious approach, as Karim Belkacem assigned trusted men to thwart this
French plan, which could completely extinguish the spirit of the revolution in the region. He tasked
Mr Si Said Frirouche®® with unravelling the details of the operation, monitoring it, and participating




alongside a third revolutionary individual named Mhallel Said, who had assumed the role of a
collaborator with the colonizers®®.

The Mujahideen immediately started training battalions of loyal fighters, consisting of 350
individuals. These recruits were trained by the French army and supplied with the latest weapons.
The operation lasted for several months!’, during which they acquired 1,200 weapons, including
250 heavy pieces, along with a sum of money estimated at 300,000 francs, to recruit more men and
create a third force sought at sowing discord among the local population, leading them to fight
against one another. This would subsequently enable French troops to gain control over the entire
region.

However, at the Soummam Conference on August 20, 19568, it was decided to incorporate the
armed units into the ranks of the National Liberation Army to participate in the autumn offensive
planned for all of Algeria on the evening of September 30, 1956. Karim Belkacem feared that
French intelligence might start to suspect the army he had formed. As a result, the high command
in the Third Zone decided to expose the conspiracy and integrate the armed units into the National
Liberation Army. To deliver a decisive blow to the French Governor-General in Algeria, Robert
Lacoste, Karim Belkacem sent him a telegram filled with mockery and derision towards the
colonial administration, which read:

"Mr. Minister"

You believed you were introducing, with 'Force K,' a Trojan horse within the Algerian resistance.
You were mistaken. Those you took for traitors to the Algerian homeland were pure patriots who
have never ceased to fight for the independence of their country and against colonialism. We thank
you for providing us with weapons that will help liberate our country.®"

The surprise was astounding for the French authorities, who could not fathom the blow they had
received from the revolution. They had never imagined that an Algerian with a little education
might take advantage of the ploy. This conspiracy was devised by cunning geniuses in the arts of
politics and war, graduates of the French military academy?.

The French media did not address this incident, which involved the defeat of French intelligence
at the hands of Karim Belkacem, until ten months later. The scandal's impact was felt not only by
French intelligence but also by France's military power and war academies.

As a reaction to save face, France prepared its military arsenal against the Kabylie region through
Operation Djanad, consisting of 10,000 French soldiers from different specialities, sought at
mending the rift and reducing losses. However, they missed the mark, as Operation Djanad fulfilled
little more than scraps, inflicting a crushing blow on France's intelligence apparatus, demonstrating
its fragility and vulnerability to infiltration.

Despite the defeat of French intelligence at the hands of the National Liberation Army, they insisted
on attempting again and employing the same strategy, relying on the experience they had gained
and correcting their mistakes. They targeted the Kabylie region through a serious operation known
as the Bleuite operation, which resulted in the deaths of hundreds of Algerians.
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3. The Bluette Conspiracy or The Blue Soldier

The Bluette conspiracy appeared as a reaction to the defeat of French intelligence in Operation
THE Blue Bird, which attempted to divide the revolutionaries by placing a "Trojan horse" among
their ranks. Karim Belkacem's leadership cleverly turned all 1,500 soldiers involved in the
operation to serve the revolution after the Soummam Conference in 1956, enabling the revolution
to gain soldiers, weapons, ammunition, and funds used to confront the French colonial authorities.

French intelligence could not comprehend the blow it received from the revolution's leaders and
the scandal of its failure to infiltrate it. Therefore, they decided to develop their strategies in
psychological warfare to target the historical Third Wilaya. In the shadows, they devised another
plan to trap the revolution, dragging it into self-destruction through Operation "The Blue Soldier,"
one of the serious strategies aimed at killing the revolution at the hands of its people?2.

However, why did French intelligence particularly choose the Third Wilaya?

The colonial administration sought a revolutionary area to sow the seeds of discord. It noted the
rising revolutionary momentum in the Third Wilaya, which was pivotal in the revolution through
coordination with the Fourth Wilaya to support the Aurés Mountains and the Sahara. Consequently,
several leaders of the French army started to contemplate implementing their destructive strategy
to the Third Wilaya.

The Bluette operation was a well-orchestrated psychological campaign?® led by Captain Légi, who
recruited some Algerian collaborators by enticing and persuading them to work with him. He
endeavoured to create a counter-revolution, effectively shifting the conflict from a Franco-Algerian
struggle to an Algerian-Algerian one, with French backing.

Captain Légi enlisted numerous Algerians, including Elias Safi Kendriche and Mohamed Hani,
known as Amar?*. Both were fighters captured by French forces, which kept their capture a secret?.

Once the French authorities completed their meticulous preparations for this strategy, they
instructed their agents to inform Colonel Amirouche?® that elements among his officers and
soldiers—particularly educated individuals and students who joined his Wilaya after the 1956
strike?’ from Algiers—were in close contact with French intelligence?®. This initiated a process of
scepticism, especially among intellectuals and the masses, including soldiers and their leaders.
Ultimately, this created distrust among the officials through forged letters containing intrigues and
discord?.

This operation raised a considerable challenge to Colonel Amirouche and his Third Wilaya
Command Council comrades. It introduced poisoned and booby-trapped bait, meticulously planned
to lead to a singular and certain outcome that would serve the interests of the French special
agencies that orchestrated it. These agencies anticipated that if the Third Wilaya leadership ignored
the situation, it would provide them with a prime opportunity to infiltrate the ranks of the
revolution—all under a favorable climate to conceal the operational elements recruited in the




capital from the groups deployed to target individuals involved in the Battle of Algiers led by Al-
Arbi Ben Mhidi and his comrades in 1957%.

Colonel Amirouche's response was consistent with his revolutionary firmness. He declared a state
of maximum alert in the Third Wilaya and a state of emergency from June 20 to July 5, 1958. He
also conducted large-scale purges throughout the Third Wilaya, resulting in the deaths of 2,000
people, most of them were intellectuals®!. Some reports demonstrated that 6 out of 10 detainees
under interrogation died®2.

The French administration succeeded in imposing a psychological war on the revolution, which
severely affected the Third Wilaya, costing it dearly. As a result, Légi was able to fulfill some
significant results in striking and weakening the revolution, particularly since the contagion of the
conspiracy spread to several historical wilayas after Amirouche sent a message to the leaders of the
wilayas, urging them to take essential precautions to thwart what was called "La Bluette"
conspiracy>S,

While the Third Wilaya was the first to identify the affliction and was the most daring in exposing
and eradicating it, the other wilayas also took their share, except the Second Wilaya, led by the
combatant Ali Kafi.

Amirouche communicated with the leaders of the historical wilayas and informed them of the news.
Here is the translated text of the message:

“.... I 'have discovered conspiracies in my area, with an octopus-like extension in all wilayas. We
must take precautions to isolate any suspicious member with gangrene; otherwise, we will lose our
case. It is my duty to inform you... I pray to Allah that this notification reaches you in time. Our
Wilaya (the Third) has discovered a wide-ranging conspiracy effectively planned by the French,
led by Colonel Kouader and Captain Légi, against the Algerian revolution. Thanks to Allah and His
help, we have mitigated the risks. We acted quickly and boldly upon the first signs of the conspiracy.
I took strict measures: halting recruitment, examining individuals who had previously been
recruited, detaining nationalists and soldiers who fled from French barracks, stopping all soldiers
residing in Algiers, and detaining all suspicious individuals and all those accused, regardless of
their ranks, who are now under interrogation and investigation. This should demonstrate that the
matter is unusual. The network that targeted our Wilaya is currently paralyzed. Although the
investigation is difficult, its leaders seem above suspicion”.

Signature , 'Colonel Amirouche"

The psychological war posed a severe challenge to the Third Wilaya, costing it dearly, as colonial
forces refined their tactics and fulfilled some results in this area. However, in response, the
revolution in the Third Wilaya dealt heavy blows back, as its leaders recognized the treacherous
scheme and were able to take the necessary measures to counter the diabolical plan, which had
indeed made some progress due to the contributions of certain traitors34,

3.1 Strategy of the Second Wilaya in Confronting the Blue Conspiracy
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When Ali Kafi learned about the ongoing events in the neighbouring Third Wilaya, he sent a
message to Colonel Amirouche advising him to exercise caution and refrain from any impulsive
actions outside the directives of the Coordination and Execution Committee. He stated: "... I warned
Colonel Amirouche of the necessity to return to the Coordination and Execution Committee before
rushing into executions, especially of officers, as this falls outside his authority according to the
decisions of the Soummam Conference. He can only issue a death sentence for the first soldier
down to lower ranks after a fair, deliberate, and precise trial, and the Coordination and Execution
Committee must send an investigative committee...>>"

Despite Ali Kafi's warning to Colonel Amirouche to exercise caution and refer any decisions to the
Coordination and Execution Committee, he was surprised by the wide-scale purges in the Third
Wilaya under the impulsive orders of its colonel. His astonishment grew further when Minister of
Defense Karim Belkacem and Minister of Communications Abdelhafid Boussouf sent a message
of congratulations and thanks to Colonel Amirouche for uncovering the Blue Man operation that
Légi had planned before it could escalate. This was in spite of Ali Kafi sending a message to the
provisional government informing them of the conspiracy, its serious implications, and the
necessity of sending an investigative committee. He stated that "all elements that Amirouche deems
treasonous" would be ready to be received by the leadership of the Second Wilaya. He conveyed
this to the government for prosecution, but Ali Kafi did not receive any response.

Ali Kafi protected his Wilaya from the affliction that impacted the Third Wilaya, which then spread
to the Fourth Wilaya. Cleverly, the Fourth Wilaya also witnessed a crisis of trust among its fighters.
Mohammed Tkia suggested that Amirouche, who was alarmed by the situation, managed to
persuade Colonel Bouguerra that the infiltration had reached the ranks of the Fourth Wilaya as well
and hinted at the involvement of various of his senior officers. As a result, the Fourth Wilaya
entered a spiral of purging and cleansing operations®’, resulting in the deaths of 500 individuals®.
Despite the hysteria surrounding the Blue Conspiracy among the leaders of the wilayas, the Second
Wilaya was able to develop immunity against it, thanks to Ali Kafi's astuteness in handling the
situation, despite several leaders assuring him that infiltration had indeed impacted the Second
Wilaya.

Kafi used a strategy of patience and rationality instead of rushing into execution and purging
decisions against new arrivals among the fighters and students, seeking to protect the revolution's
freedom fighters and loyalists. Ali Kafi explained why his Wilaya was not impacted by the
contagion that afflicted the neighbouring wilayas, stating: "Therefore, if the Second Wilaya did not
experience such tragedies, it is due to the nature and quality of its leaders at all levels, worthy heirs
of Zighoud Youcef. Hence, we see that some leaders were not at this danger level, which is the
greatest threat facing the organization.®"

He also emphasized that the most important factor preventing the Second Wilaya from slipping
into the quagmire of the La Bluette affair was the relationship binding the individuals of the same
cause, which is essentially based on mutual trust between the leader and his group. He stated:
"There is, above all, the trust that connects, at some point and in some respects, the leader with the




people he leads. The continuity of this bond or its rupture and disintegration fundamentally relies
on the character and competence of the leader.**"

Ali Kafi relied on a policy of caution and prudence in dealing with these circumstances to emerge
from this crisis with minimal damage, as reflected in his statement: "The Second Wilaya
encountered this shock with calmness, awareness, and foresight. The issue is too serious to be
discussed at the grassroots level; it remained at the level of the Wilaya Council until time would
take its course.*"

Kafi noticed a rise in the number of individuals accused of treason, estimating that there were over
1,800 accused in the Third Wilaya alone. This raised doubts and suspicions in Kafi's mind,
prompting him to wonder how such a vast number of individuals from several social backgrounds
could be agents for France unless there were a scheme devised by French intelligence to sow doubt
among the Mujahideen, undermine their morale, and spread discord among them. He attempted to
convince Amirouche when he said: "If this huge number in my Wilaya were accused of treason, |
would have joined them*2."

Kafi was certain and fully convinced that the Blue Man operation was merely a conspiracy hatched
in the French Fifth Bureau in the capital to eliminate the Algerian revolution.

e Conclusion

o France's resort to psychological warfare came only after it confirmed its inability to
eliminate or contain the revolution due to the fight strategy adopted by the National
Liberation Army, which relied mainly on the principle of hit-and-run tactics. This strategy
granted the revolutionaries the advantage of choosing the time and place of battle, resulting
in severe losses for the French army without inflicting considerable damage on the
revolutionaries' ranks.

« Psychological warfare represented one of the most serious battles waged by the National
Liberation Front against French colonialism, during which it suffered painful blows that
shook the foundations of the revolution, as French intelligence depended on principles of
deception and misinformation.

o Through the La Bluette operation, the French authorities could dismantle the Fedayeen
networks in the capital and arrest a thousand Fedayeen, thus delivering a significant blow to
the revolution.

« French intelligence greatly benefited from its failure in the Blue Bird operation. After
reviewing its mistakes, it transformed its setback into success in the La Bluette operation.
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