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Representations of the female body in the Sufi presence
From the spiritual body to the embodied soul
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Abstract: This research seeks to investigate the representations of the female body in the Sufi Hadhra,
not as a superficial physiological evidence, but the body in its spiritual dimension burdened with a
symbolic and semantic load that must be revealed through rituals, practices and expressive movements
embodied in the ritual of the Sufi Hadra at the Moridate al-Zawiya al-Habriya. We will question the
ability of the anthropological method to ensure an objective study of the Sufi phenomenon, and the extent
to which it is relevant in treating Sufi ritual practices — the Hadra ritual in particular — as a subject of
study. We have chosen Zawiya al-Habriya as a space for field research, because it is a space that includes
more than fifty women, not to mention the heavy turnout of women who love the method, or also visitors,
will confirm, according to our belief, that knowing and understanding the semantics of the Hadra ritual
is something excluded (in its objective dimension) outside the mechanisms of socio-anthropological
work: observation and interview.

Keywords: physical rituals, symbolism, Hadhra, Zawiya al-Habriya .
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