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Abstract:

The city of Tunisia experienced many crises during the 19th century, including economic, political,
demographic, etc. This has resulted in the emergence of various forms of tensions, whether social
movements or the escalation of crime. Through this research, we will seek to clarify the role of water
in highlighting the nature of these tensions by studying the times and reasons for its interruption,
studying the forms of water being used in crimes, and the relationship of water to micro-social
tensions, especially the incidents of daily life. In this research, we relied on security documents
preserved in the Tunisian National Archives during the period between 1860 and 1881. The documents
showed us an organic relationship between the tensions of daily life and water, as a large number of
crimes were linked to water, whether to dispose of bodies or to evade the crime and hide its dependents.
In this research, we have employed the microstory approach, that is, microscopic history, as studying
precise social details enables us to reveal the depth and ramifications of the crisis and its social,
nutritional, psychological, and behavioral extensions.
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