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Effectiveness of an Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)-Based Training Program in
Enhancing Verbal Communication Skills among Children with Autism
Spectrum Disorder Integrated in Primary Scool

_ A Field Study in Guelma City _
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Abstract:

This study aimed to develop and evaluate a training program based on Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)
principles to enhance verbal communication skills among children with Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD) integrated into elementary schools. An experimental approach was employed with a pilot sample
of six children aged 7-12 years from Tariq bin Ziyad School in Guelma during the 2022/2023 academic
year. The program consisted of 18 training sessions targeting receptive and expressive language skills,
supported by a performance-based assessment tool. The findings revealed high validity and reliability of
the assessment tool, with strong inter-rater agreement and Cronbach’s alpha coefficients. Results also
showed statistically significant improvements between pre- and post-test scores in favor of the post-test,
confirming the effectiveness of the ABA-based program in improving verbal communication skills
among children with ASD.

Keywords: Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Verbal Communication, School Inclusion, Training
Programs, Receptive Language, Expressive Language.
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