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The Mercenary Army in the Khwarazmian State
(590 AH / 1193 CE - 628 AH / 1231 CE)
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Abstract:

Enter your abstract here (Time New Roman 10)

This article examines the phenomenon of mercenary forces in the Khwarazmian state (1193-1231 CE),
highlighting their role in both its rise and decline. It argues that the Khwarazmian military, largely
composed of Turkic elements, was instrumental in territorial expansion and defense, particularly against
regional powers and the Mongols. However, increasing reliance on loosely affiliated troops led to weak
discipline, widespread plundering, and deteriorating relations with both the population and neighboring
Muslim states. Internal conflicts, poor political and military leadership, and fragmented loyalties further
undermined the state's defensive capacity. Although Jalal al-Din Mangburni demonstrated strong
resistance, he failed to overcome these structural weaknesses. After the collapse of the state,
Khwarazmian soldiers continued to operate as mercenaries, notably in Ayyubid service. The study
concludes that the mercenary nature of the army was a decisive factor in destabilizing and ultimately
accelerating the fall of the Khwarazmian state.
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