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The thinker Nasr Hamid Abu Zeid read the Koranic text starting
from his desire to build a controversy between the past and the present
on the one hand, and the search for the deep linguistic characteristics of
the religious language that provide it with the temporal and spatial
openness on the other hand. Through his interpretation of the different
Koranic verses, he attempts to achieve thorough understanding by
decoding the text and providing semantics to the textual signs that
constitute it.

This reading should have transcended all other previous readings,
especially historical ones, or disproved them once for all. The only way
to achieve this is to consider the text a coherent linguistic construct
whose meanings can only appear through making the methods related
to post-modernism theories a means and their procedures indispensable.
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What are the intellectual references that directed Abu Zeid’s
interpretation of the Koranic text? What are the critical procedures that
led him to decode that text? Could he really transcend what is called the
historical interpretation of the religious text? What is the relationship
between explanation and interpretation according to him?
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