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The Yemeni Society for Sports Media and its impact on enhancing the
role of Yemeni sports media
Internally and externally from the point of view of its employees
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The Yemeni sports media has been through a crisis since the Minister of Youth and
Sports dissolved Yemeni Sports Media Federation (YSMF) in 2004 and terminated its
activities. Since then, for 14 years, YSMF members have not regained their
administrative entity (i.e, YSMF), resulting on grave consequences on their well-being,
including the deprivation of rights. For example, members are unable now to accompany
clubs and sports teams based on nomination by YSMF, as was the norm. Instead, this
process is done now through sports federations and clubs, compromising the principles of
equal opportunities on the one hand, and sometimes resulting in the nomination of people
who are either less efficient or have nothing to do with sports media. Additionally, this
situation has also forfeited YSMF members from the voting rights in Arab, continental
and international sports elections, like other sports federations. Repeated alternative
attempts to form media committee by the Ministry of Youth and Sports were not able to
redeem the situation and elect a new YSMF board, mainly because most of the members
of these committees spearheaded the dissolution of the former, legitimate YSMF board.
However, since the Yemeni Association for Sports Media (YASM) came into existence
(still underway) and launched its activities in 2015, Yemeni sports journalists started to
retrieve their entity, “re-bond”, and participate in prominent international functions and
entitlements on a regular basis. Again, for the first time in the history of Yemeni sports
press, a Yemeni national, a YASM member, has been appointed AIPS-Asia Executive
Director and was also elected as a 3-member steering committee for AIPS-Asia
management and elections. Besides, in an unprecedented initiative, over 46 YASM
members have become AIPS members. In addition, YASM also adopts the issues of
sports journalists in various sports events, lighting a candle amidst the darkness that has
been overwhelming the Yemeni atmosphere for years.
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