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Negative Polarity in Classical Arabic within the Framework of
the Contemporary Theory of Linguistics
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Abstract:

The study aims at investigating the distribution of negative polarity
items in Standard Arabic in the light of modern linguistic approaches
that are based on English and other European languages. The study also
shows that the distribution of negative polarity items in Standard Arabic
can best be captured by the semantic notion of (Non-) veridicality. Data
from Standard Arabic show that negative polarity items in Standard
Arabic can be grammatical only when they are used in non-veridical

contexts.
Keywords: Negative polarity, (non)veridicality, classical Arabic.
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3) Klima, E. S. (1964). ‘Negation in English’, in Jerry Fodor & Jerrold
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b. Sarah does not own a Mercedes.
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a. Every student who owns a car will drive to the conference. —
b. Every student who owns a Mercedes will drive to the conference.
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a. Sarah owns a Mercedes. —
b. Sarah owns a car.
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a. Some students who own a Mercedes will drive to the conference.—
b. Some students who own a car will drive to the conference.

el Jod) o Laghl cumldl (D) o (@) ek o) manl S e D
LogdT Ll VA sLiasW) & 5 Cmlo 5 o) (sl 3 (sOme) Lol

90



8 polal) 5 3 2 Al ol B ¢ o (3 Bl Bl 1l 3 AT Ollaien

o Lo {sasladl NI oLVl w5 (sdeliadl VA 5LV ol o
:aW) =

Sl (Al O it ke o o 5 Ol 0,808 ) OO 2y
O shitn o 05808l Ol OF 85 lly otk 1ny 251 ) s
i get Jo @) Aadl g (Mercedes) B4l Juuy g3l ) L bl (8L
oF ) 5 pall pean (@) A @ Al esasl o Sal e
@) o) 3 a4 assadt 0,80 g(can) bl ol (by okt 3 2l s
Ls sLas¥l O 13 Lap Bl a3y o(by ald) 3 2l aepudl e s
Ol ey :)\ il oS G Yo of el e A1 ifJ)'L'J EN: 2Ll
oAl etk ¥ oEE )L Ol (B L O it oyl 0,88
allal) LeSe o) SLledl 085 OF (Sl b (e o & 5 0 L 1S Dl
e N g 5 g AT B
:(Non-monotone Functions) Jstst [;m Lasy) bl 3 .2

U5 el 5 U5ls UV clas) s LV slas¥) 0,5 ¥ LI sds
S & al sds ol S5 WS i) a3 Lede And1 ey (Guslas
:exactlyy Ll e s 52

(1) a. Exactly three s'gudents Iikg linguistics. /
b. Exactly three students like semantics.

(2) a. Exactly three students like semantics. /—>
b. Exactly three students like linguistics.
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@) Linebarger, M. C. (1981), The Grammar of Negative Polarity,
Bloomington, Indiana University Linguistics Club, Linebarger, M. C. (1987),
‘Negative polarity and grammatical representation’, Linguistics and Philosophy
10: 325-387.
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(1) Baker, C. L. (1970), ‘Problems of polarity in counterfactuals’, in J.
Sadock and A. Vanek (eds), Studies Presented to Robert B. Lees by his Students,
Edmonton, Linguistics Research Inc, 1-17.
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a. Sarah does not own a car.
b. Mary did not eat anything.

A Sl o Ll ol (B) 5 @) ol 1 al IV e Lo
IS a5 (@) ekl i clegd Oty & 8T 5 g ) ey W) ARl (3 g eal
S b s (by ALt G ol 15T 6 5 (Y 55l DDl o
) (D) Al o s Lagy Loy cplalal) 5137 o 55 (6T Ul e m 213 Lial o oo
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RISNEONE Uy Wargst By EA PR
el A Bl 2.3

a. Jousef was surprised that Mary contributed anything.
b. NEGATIVE IMPLICATURE: Jousef had expected Mary not
contribute anything.
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1) Giannakidou, A. (1998), Polarity Sensitivity as (Non)veridical
Dependency, Amsterdam and Philadelphia, John Benjamins, Giannakidou, A.
(1999), ‘Affective dependencies’, Linguistics and Philosophy 22: 367-421,
Giannakidou, A. (2000), ‘Negative ... concord?’, Natural Language and
Linguistic Theory 18: 457-523, Giannakidou, A. (2002), ‘Licensing and
sensitivity in polarity items: from downward entailment to nonveridicality’, in M.
Andronis, A. Pycha and K. Yoshimura (eds.), CLS 38: Papers from the 38th
Annual Meeting of the Chicago Linguistic Society, 29-53, Giannakidou, A. (2006),
‘N-words and negative concord’, in M. Everaert, H. van Riemsdijk, R.
Goedemans and B. Hollebrandse (eds), The Blackwell Companion to Syntax Vol.
3, Malden, Blackwell, 327-392, Giannakidou, A. (2011), ‘Negative and positive
polarity items: licensing, compositionality and Variation’, in C. Maineborn, K.
von Heusinger and P. Portner (eds), Semantics: An International Handbook of
Natural Language Meaning, Berlin, Mouton de Gruyter, 1660-1712.

(2) Zwarts, F. (1995), ‘Non-veridical contexts’, Linguistic Analysis 25: 286-
312.
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Katholu Atall Gillas
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BUY L 55 o) B Al el e Lal STl cloyy
05 Lma B sl OF 1 o5 5t by 5,5l 20,0 2l (3 00 2laze
A sl e 3T b 53 o Sl 3 b Yiantol Slanioes
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a. O papus dhen idhe KANENA/kanenan apo ta egonia tu.
(Grandpa did not see any of his grandchildren)

102 - Ao ) aas By g e Ak Aadas il O sV (2003) (o ) ¢l (1)

.103-97 - cZ\jfLU\ PN ‘u‘“:"i (2)
(3) Giannakidou, Polarity Sensitivity as (Non)veridical Dependency, page 57.
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ostint o Ll gt 4]
b. O papus pethane xoris na dhi KANENA/kanena apo ta.
(Grandpa died without seeing any of his grandchildren)
.uu}TJ. \/Joj S ol SEENTNCE PV

c. O papus pethane prin na dhi KANENA/kanena apo ta.
(Grandpa died before seeing any of his grandchildren)

o3l e il (6 OF 18 g 355 1

Jlaszol 34 T ] 5aSTUls oy aa Gassd aall 3 B gL G
boall @bl y ol @Bl.S (b byl s Gw il B
Sl y ¢ bzl e o5 ) GBI (S = oliy Bdl L 5 o)l SBLL
Jl L 5 o) CBLL ol e s )l B a1 by (g
Dl mo 5 a0l e Y Ay (S Gl y (N e Jaxd
A i BUSU B Jlemsa W e Jus SBUL sl 3 () dle O Lie
155 sall LUV (6 sl sl 3

- Pijes pote/*POTE stoparisi?.
- Have you ever been to Paris?.
- An dhis tin llektra puthena/*PUTHENA, na tis milisis.
- If you see Electra anywhere, talk to her.
Lgre a0 T 31 S el 13
- Oli osi gnorizun tipota/*TIPOTA ja tin ipothesi, as milisis.
- Everyone who knows anything about the issue let them speak.
i OF g el e b O m ass IS
- Tha vro kanena/*K ANENA filo na me voithisi.
- I 'will find a friend to help me.

(1) Giannakidou, Polarity Sensitivity as (Non)veridical Dependency, page 58-60.
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.E}J&\Mg me NU
- Prepi na episkeftis kanenan/*K ANENAN jatro.
- You should visit a doctor.

- Elpizo na emine kanena/*KANENA Komati.
- I hope there is a piece left.

gy )y a3 O ) o
- Pijene se kanenan/*KANENAN jatro.
- Go to a doctor.

? 2
L

- Otan pijena ja ipno, ksefiliza sinithos kanena/*KANENA periodhiko.
- Whenever | went to bed, | usually browsed through a magazine.

als ol 3 1 ) Cadl bse -

- | bike kanenas/*KANENAS mesa | afisame to fos anameno.
- Either somebody broke into the house or we left the light on.

L SIS T TSR s 6 b Lases 0,5 of Uy
- Arnithike oti idhe tipota/*TIPOTA.
- He denied that he saw anything.

L ol K
- Isos na irthe kanenas/*K ANENAS.
- Perhaps somebody came.

b 15 Lo Lass Of Sl e

@ Al abadl BUY Jlastal L 0550 ) ULl i s ey
i O puSUle o i s Ylanz Gl pey 5,5kl a5l arlh
oo i) ods bt b STy ol e agd s ailsd a3 &J\ olaiz
CIIURERIP PROTNAS HIENE NIV PSR POCE SIS W NS s JEANT 10
Lo 5 S8 oLl B 1) o 8Y1 s e sl VA SBLL sds cnnd
oV 3 e
:(Veridical situationsy cadl ¢ 5y @4 e Jus it .3 4
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Sl U L Sud) 0K @bl OBLLY sda s SULe
Y Al e SBLLY sda Je jaSTULs s Bl AW ey g sl
D il ekl bl
- Paul saw a snake.
o Js sl -
U o) aaah) CodSS o ad el J12 Yy (il (BN (Jg) B3, S
Jigdl alad) oda ast wols sl Jls o cles Jls Lue csly aaledd oda 8
Js sl 1aY Okl milyy o IS0 Slett 5l ot S5 T 3L 1Y)
sl
:(Anti-veridical situations) &adl ¢ 8y pae @4 Jo Jus ol .4 .4
I Yy cnds b a0 e 5 oy SBLLY sls pu Sl JTas
ods o 3 S Ulon Leadd ) Y1 oy clan ol y oIS 15 e o3 3 el
(A gl e Bl g a5 o ekl Slle AW B e B
(U5 039) cladll OSLEL (before) 5 (without)y OUaall L 5 o)l UL
L i Al g
- Paul did not see a snake.

- Paul left without seeing a snake.
- Paul left before seeing a snake.

e -
ol g0l o dy s -
ol W de sl -
2 Sl J Yy aald) o) soa 3 0 b W () R S
ks g ol (6T Il o s St Lo il clan oty SIS L3 e 108
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- Did paul see a snake?.
- If paul sees a snake, he will run.
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