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The legal structure of the crime of defamation via social networking sites
in Algerian legislation
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Abstract
The crime of defamation is classified as an offense infringing upon the

personal rights of individuals, constituting a direct assault on human dignity
and the sanctity of private life. With rapid technological advancements,
particularly the widespread use of social media platforms, the exchange of
information falling within the private domain of individuals has become
facilitated, allowing personal privacies to spread rapidly. In this context, the
assault on individuals' reputation via electronic means — whether represented
by acts of insult (Sabb), slander (Qathf), humiliation (lhana), degradation
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(Tahqir), disclosure of secrets, or the dissemination of false and erroneous
allegations — constitutes the legal basis (the gravamen/foundation) for
criminalizing the act of defamation occurring via social networking sites.
The legal construction study of the crime of defamation via social
networking sites in Algerian legislation aims to keep pace with technological
development, define the legal elements of this crime, and fill the legislative
void in the face of new criminal methods.
Keywords: defamation crime, legal structure, social networking sites,

Algerian legislation.
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