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Chronology of the Structural Transformation of Symbolic Domination:

From Sovereignty to the Chaos of Semantic Accumulation in the Age of
Virtual Societies
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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the structural transformation of symbolic
domination within digital spaces, shifting from traditional centralization to a
chaotic and fluid semantic order. It assumes that meaning is no longer produced
solely by institutional powers but through non-institutional actors across
networked platforms. The study adopts a composite theoretical approach
drawing on Bourdieu, Baudrillard, Castells, and Bauman, alongside a socio-
semiotic analysis of circulating symbols. Several symbolic cases recently
prominent in the Algerian context were examined. The study concludes that
symbolic domination has not disappeared, but has reconfigured itself into new,

transient forms where power is produced through participation, irony, and
interpretive multiplicity within the digital environment.
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