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The Impact of Witness Protection Measures in Criminal Matters on
Defense Rights and the Presumption of Innocence
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Abstract.

Witnesses play a crucial role in combating crime, particularly organized
crime and corruption. This has led legislators worldwide, including in Algeria,
to establish legal frameworks to protect witnesses from potential risks arising
from their testimony. As a result, Ordinance No. 15-02 was enacted, amending
the Code of Criminal Procedure by introducing ten articles outlining special
witness protection measures, especially in cases where their lives, their families'
lives, or essential interests are at imminent risk. The Algerian legislator aimed
to address legislative gaps to encourage witnesses to testify without fear by
providing sufficient guarantees for their safety. However, this study highlights
the shortcomings of this system, which, in some cases, may compromise the

presumption of innocence—a fundamental principle of a fair trial.
Keywords: Witness Protection, Presumption of Innocence; Defense Rights.
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